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Foreword

In an age marked by shifting values, competing voices, and increasing spiritual
confusion, the Church's greatest need remains unchanged: a steadfast commitment to
biblical truth accompanied by genuine Christ-like love. This timely message addresses

that need with clarity, conviction, and pastoral wisdom.

Throughout this sermon, the preacher calls believers to embrace the delicate but
essential balance between preserving truth and demonstrating love. Far from presenting
these as opposing virtues, he reveals them as inseparable expressions of authentic
Christianity. Followers of Christ are challenged to stand firmly upon the truth of God's

Word while extending grace, compassion, and mercy to both friends and enemies.

A recurring emphasis in this message is the believer's responsibility to cultivate spiritual
maturity. Readers will be encouraged to build themselves up in the faith through
diligent study of Scripture, the memorisation of God's Word, and the pursuit of a
personal and intimate knowledge of God. In a generation often content with
second-hand spirituality, this sermon reminds us that a vibrant Christian life is rooted

in a direct and growing relationship with the Lord.

Central to the message is the mercy of Jesus Christ. The preacher beautifully highlights
the mercy displayed at Calvary and the same mercy that continues to receive sinners
today. As recipients of such grace, believers are called to become instruments of God's
compassion, reaching others with both urgency and humility. The message challenges
Christians to engage in the work of bringing people to Christ with a holy fear of God and

a sincere concern for the eternal destiny of souls.



The sermon also contains a necessary warning against false teaching and spiritual
deception. In a time when many ideas compete for authority, the preacher reminds us
that our understanding of God, ourselves, and the Christian life must be grounded in the
Scriptures. Only through careful study of God's Word can believers develop a sound

understanding of truth and avoid the dangers of error.

May the truths contained in this book challenge, encourage, and transform you for the

glory of God.

— Wisdom Epsi

Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com



Publisher’s Note

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the
inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the
preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format.

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational
setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering.
Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery.

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and
ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our
role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats.

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook
editions for the edification of the Body of Christ.

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation

present in the live service will minister to you afresh.

— Livingsermons.com
A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship
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While he is a God of mathematical exactness, he is also a God that could take babies in his
arms and pat their heads and smile. He is a God that could forgive and a God that does

forgive. So we had better make the study of this Bible of ours the business of our lives, to

find out what God is, and then conform our views to God.

And then ourselves, that's the second thing where we make a mistake in any kind of false
teaching. Because any wrong idea of God is bound to give us a wrong idea of ourselves.

Some people approach God through science, through the study of anthropology.

But anthropology without theology is bound to arrive at an error at last, bound to arrive at
a dead-end street. You and I can only explain ourselves in the light of the doctrine that God
made us, out of the dust of the ground and blew into our nostrils a breath of life, and so
man became a living soul. Science has discovered many things about God, but they have

not discovered it in context.



They have not begun with God and reasoned down to his world. No, they have begun with
the world and tried to reason up with God and stopped short of finding God. And the result

is only tragic to everybody.

If a man is wrong about God, he is bound to be wrong about himself. If he is wrong about
the artist, he will be wrong about the picture. If he is wrong about the potter, he will be

wrong about the vessel.

If he is wrong about God, he will be wrong about the creature. So, while multiplying
scientific facts all around about us, men are wrong because they have let God out and say
in their heart there is no God. Or if there is a God, he is a God of mathematics and laws,

but not the God as the Bible makes him out to be.

That is all wrong. And my friend, you cannot know truth about yourself unless you first
know truth about God. You came from the hand of God and back to God you must go for

better, for worse, for judgment or for blessing.

And until we take God in and understand God and let God be what he claims to be and
believe about ourselves what God says about us, we are believing false doctrine. If you
believe you are any better than God says you are, you are in error. If you believe you are

any different from what God says you are, you are in error.

You have falsified the data, or somebody has falsified the data and made you a victim. No,
no, my brother, believe about yourself what God says about you. Believe you are as bad as
God says you are, and believe you are as far from him as God says you are, and then believe

in Christ, you can come as near to him as he says you can.



And accept what he says about you as being truth. Then there is sin. Now, sin cannot be

understood until we believe in God and believe what God has said about ourselves.

Sin is that intrusive phenomenon, that ever-present ubiquitous phenomenon. There it is,
hate and lying and dishonesty and murder and crime and injustice, necessitating law and
police and jails and gallowses and locks and graves. But there are those who would deny it,

and of course that's falsifying the data.

There are those who would rename it, and they're falsifying data. There are those who
would treat it as a disease, and they're falsifying data. God said that it's a breaking of the

law.

God said it's a rebellion against his will. God said that it's a nature inherited from our

fathers and mothers. God said that it's an act against the faith and love and mercy of God.

God said it's rebellion against the constitutive authority of the majesty on high. God said
it's iniquity and personally chargeable to the one who commits it. God says the soul that

sinneth shall die.

We had better believe about sin, what God says about sin, or we will be falsifying the data.
And falsified data in spiritual things is more terribly wrong, and will bring more terrible
consequences than falsifying data in material things. The doctor who miscounts the

number or the amount of that which he gives a patient may kill the patient.

That would be only to destroy a body. The preacher who misjudges or miscounts the truth

concerning sin and man and God will damn his hearers, which is infinitely more terrible.
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Truth concerning God means that I must accept God's sovereignty, God's holiness, God's

justice, God's grace, God's love, and all that the Bible says about God.

Concerning myself, it requires that I must believe in myself as a fallen image of God, one
who once bore his image but fell. Now, the fourth is Christ himself. For if I do not have a
right concept of God and of myself and of sin, then I will have a twisted and imperfect

concept of Christ.

And I have no hesitation in saying that it is my honest and charitable conviction that the
Christ of the average religionist today is not the Christ of the Bible at all, but a
manufactured Christ, a Christ painted on canvas, a Christ drawn from cheap poetry, a
Christ of the liberal and the soft and timid person, a Christ that has not in him the iron and
the trury and the anger, as well as the love and grace and mercy that he had who walked in
Galilee. If I have a low conception of God, I have a low conception of myself, and if I have a
low conception of myself, I have a dangerous conception of sin. And if I have a dangerous

conception of sin, I have a degraded conception of Christ.

So here is the way it works. God is reduced and man is degraded and sin is underestimated

and Christ is disparaged. No wonder Jude said the terrible things that he said.

And I recommend that some of you that are so nice, you're no good. I recommend you read

the book of Jude once. I recommend you read that book of Jude.

Get your teeth filed and to a sharp eating edge. Get your teeth into something. Dare to

believe something.
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Dare to stand for God. This awful day of so-called tolerance, this awful day when men are
ready to believe anything. The newspapers will carry headlines about the tragically
mistaken group they now call, after four or five changes of name, Jehovah's Witnesses or

Father Divine or what have you.

No, my brethren, you and I are not called to smile and smile and smile. We are called
sometimes to frown and rebuke with all long-suffering and doctrine. We must contend but

not be contentious.

We must preserve truth but injure no man. We must destroy error but not harm people.
Where men were wrong in other days, they contended and in contending became

contentious.

They tried to preserve truth and so to do it they destroyed those who held error. All this is

wrong. Let us preserve truth but injure no man.

Faith of our fathers, we will love both friend and foe in all our strife and love thee too, to
preach thee to whose love knows how, a kindly, even, virtuous life. In closing, here is what
he says to us. He says in verse 19, Let's pity them, let's be sorry, let's pray for them, let's

weep over them, let's turn away from them.

Verse 20, Now he has come to his own, true believers in God and Christ. Then he gives

them four or five things to do. I'll pass swiftly over them.

Building up yourselves on your most holy faith. Are you these days building up yourselves?
Have you read a book of the Bible through recently? Have you done any memorization of

scripture texts or scriptures these days? Have you sought to know God or are you looking
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to the radio for your religion? Or have you a Bible and do you study it? Build up yourselves

on your most holy faith. That's one.

Praying in the Holy Ghost. I do not hesitate to say that most praying is not in the Holy
Ghost. The reason we do not pray in the Holy Ghost is because we do not have the Holy

Ghost in us.

No man can pray in the Spirit except his heart is a habitation to the Spirit. It's only as the
Holy Ghost has unlimited sway within us that we are able to pray in the Holy Ghost. I do
not hesitate to say that five minutes of prayer in the Holy Ghost will be worth more than

one year of hit and miss praying that isn't in the Holy Ghost.

Praying in the Holy Ghost. Third, keep yourselves in the love of God. Be true to the faith,

but be charitable to those who are in error.

Never feel any contempt for anybody. No Christian has any right to feel contempt, for

contempt is an emotion that can only come out of pride. So let's feel no contempt.

Let's be charitable and loving toward all while we keep ourselves in the love of God. And
then, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And of course, that is

the second coming of Jesus.

Looking for Jesus Christ's coming. The mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ that is coming.

Wonderful, isn't it? That his mercy will show itself that he is coming.

Even his mercy will show itself then, as it did on the cross, as it does in receiving sinners,
as it does in patiently looking after us, Christians, and it will show itself at the coming of

Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Then, verse 22, If some have compassion, making a
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difference, and others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garments
spotted by the flesh, there is a charge that we should win others, that we should do
everything in our power to bring others to Christ. Saving them with fear, pulling them out

of the fire.

Wesley, all his life, referred to himself as a brand plucked from the burning. Never called
himself anything else than a brand plucked from the burning. He knew that he was on fire
already with the hot flames of hell when Jesus Christ grabbed him out of the fiery pit and

extinguished the fire by his own blood.

Wesley became Wesley. He never dared to rise and think of himself as a great Oxford man

or a great genius. Always he thought of himself as a brand plucked from the burning.

So now we look forward to Jesus Christ's coming, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Here is what the old silk weaver said about it. These are a few short lines from

Thurston.

There is a balm for every pain, a medicine for all sorrow. The eye turned backward to the

cross and forward to the morgue. That's what Paul said.

If ye do show forth the Lord's death, till what? Till he come. There is a balm for every pain,
a medicine for all sorrow. Some of the old saints in days gone by called the communion

service the medicine of immortality.

We couldn't follow them in every one of their beliefs, but that I think they were right. The
medicine for all sorrow, an eye turned backward to the cross and forward to the morgue.

The morgue of the glory and the psalm, when he shall come.
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The morgue of the harping and the palm and the welcome home. Meantime, in his beloved
hands are ways. Meantime, what are we going to do? Give up to the heath? Meantime,
what are we going to do? Give up to the liberals? Meantime, what are we going to do? Give
up to the dead church? Meantime, what are we going to do? Give up to those who have
chosen to walk in the low shadows of Christianity? Never dare to contend without being

contentious.

Dare to preserve truth without hurting people. Dare to love and be charitable and dare.

Meantime, in his beloved hands are ways.

And on his heart, the wandering heart at rest. And comfort for the weary one who lays his

head upon his breast. Thank God for the old silkweeds who walked with these saviors.

It was not that God took them. So let us think of the medicine of immortality today. Let us,
by the grace of God, with charity for all and hatred toward none, with determination to be

loyal to truth, if it kills us, let us put our chin a little higher and our knees a little lower.

Let's look a little further in to the throne of God, for Jesus Christ is at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. Let us be courageous, attentive, severe but kind. Let us pray in
the Holy Ghost and keep ourselves in the love of God and build ourselves up in the most

holy faith and win all we can until the day of the glory and the song.

Amen.
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About the Speaker

Aiden Wilson Tozer (21 April 1897 — 12 May 1963) was an American pastor,
preacher, editor, devotional writer, and prominent leader within the Christian and
Missionary Alliance. Widely regarded as one of the most influential voices in
twentieth-century evangelical Christianity, Tozer's ministry was marked by a passionate

call to deeper fellowship with God, personal holiness, and spiritual renewal.

Associated with evangelicalism, the Holiness movement, and Keswick spirituality, Tozer
became best known through his devotional classics, particularly The Pursuit of God
(1948) and The Knowledge of the Holy (1961). These works continue to inspire
Christians worldwide, emphasizing the necessity of knowing God personally rather than
merely knowing about Him. His writings consistently called believers to holiness,
contemplative prayer, reverence for God, self-denial, death to self, and a continual

awareness of God's presence.

Tozer believed that the modern Church often suffered from spiritual shallowness and
urged believers to pursue a deeper, more intimate relationship with God. His messages
challenged Christians to move beyond religious routine and cultivate a genuine life of

worship, prayer, and surrender.
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About Living Sermons

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless

messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world.

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the
preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and
revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit.

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews
4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and
transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and
readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and

anointing.

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as
lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are
designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and

advancing the Kingdom of God.

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form.
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Join Our Team

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy
Spirit are accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers

around the world. This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone.

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles:
e Transcribers — Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts.
o Editors — Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks.
e Bloggers — Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books.
e Social Media Managers — Share books online and engage our community.
e Language Translators

e Graphics Designers

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer

Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the

nations.
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