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Foreword 

The relationship between the Christian and earthly government has been a subject of 

discussion, controversy, and misunderstanding throughout the history of the Church. 

In every generation, believers have had to wrestle with questions of citizenship, 

political loyalty, civil obedience, and the higher claims of the Kingdom of God. 

In this message, The Christian's Relation to Government, A. W. Tozer addresses these 

issues with his characteristic clarity, conviction, and unwavering commitment to 

biblical truth. 

Rather than approaching the subject from a political standpoint, Tozer examines it 

through the lens of Scripture. He reminds us that while human government is ordained 

by God and worthy of respect, no earthly authority occupies the highest place in the 

believer's life. Above every throne, every ruler, every nation, and every political 

system stands the sovereign Lord Jesus Christ. 

With profound insight, Tozer explores the biblical balance between lawful obedience 

and spiritual fidelity. He demonstrates that Christians are called to be peaceful, 

law-abiding citizens whenever possible, yet they must never allow allegiance to any 

government to supersede obedience to God. When human laws conflict with divine 

commands, the believer's duty remains unchanged: God must be obeyed above all. 

This sermon also contains a timely warning against the danger of identifying 

Christianity with any political ideology, national identity, or earthly system. Tozer 

points readers beyond the temporary affairs of nations to the eternal Kingdom of 

God—a Kingdom that transcends borders, races, languages, cultures, and 

governments. 

Though originally preached decades ago, the message remains remarkably relevant. 

In an age marked by political division, national uncertainty, and competing loyalties, 
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Tozer calls the Church back to its true identity as a pilgrim people whose citizenship is 

ultimately in heaven. 

As you read these pages, may you be challenged to think biblically about authority, 

citizenship, and Christian responsibility. More importantly, may you be reminded that 

while kingdoms rise and fall, while governments change and political systems pass 

away, the reign of Jesus Christ remains unshaken. 

May this message strengthen your confidence in the sovereign rule of God and deepen 

your commitment to the Kingdom that cannot be moved. 

 

— Wisdom Epsi​

 Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com  
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Publisher’s Note 

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the 

inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the 

preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading 

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format. 

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational 

setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering. 

Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance 

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery. 

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and 

ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our 

role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and 

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats. 

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.​

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.​

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook 

editions for the edification of the Body of Christ. 

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation 

present in the live service will minister to you afresh. 

 

— Livingsermons.com​

 A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship 
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The Christian's Relation to Government 

Scripture Reading 

"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether 

it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent 

by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do 

well. For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men: As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of 

maliciousness, but as the servants of God."​

— 1 Peter 2:13–16 (KJV) 

Last week we considered the Christian's relation to society, conceived simply as his 

relation to the Gentiles—the unconverted people around him. Today we consider the 

Christian's relation to government. Again, only broad principles are laid down. The 

application of those principles must be left to the prayerful, spiritual, and watchful 

Christian. 

 

9 



 

 

 

 

Human Government Is of Divine Order 

 
 

Human government is of divine order. This is something altogether different from the 

old doctrine of the divine right of kings, which placed kings over their people almost as 

gods and gave them authority over life and death. Such rulers could be arbitrary, cruel, 

oppressive, and self-willed, and justify it on the grounds that no one had a right to 

complain against the Lord's anointed. 

That is one thing, but it is not what the Bible teaches. 

The Bible does teach human government. Beginning in Genesis, and even implied 

earlier, you find the principle of human government. In Genesis 9 it is clearly laid down. 

The idea of human government established by God developed from the family. The 

father, as the source and head of the family, naturally became its protector, defender, 

and provider. He was the first ruler. 

From there the concept extended to the tribe, as developed throughout the Old 

Testament, then to the village, then to the city. In some ancient cases, a city was itself a 

government, as in Athens and Sparta. Eventually it extended to nations and finally to 

empires. 
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The Biblical Ideal of the King 

In the Bible, the kingly ideal is very prominent. In fact, it is only fair to say that no other 

form of government is prominently recognised in Scripture except a ruler over a willing 

and contented people. 

Curiously enough, the word king comes from the word kin. 

Around this part of the country you rarely hear the word kinfolk. We usually say 

relatives or relations. But if you travel farther south, you will often hear people speak of 

their kinfolk. They mean those who are closely related to them, usually by blood. 

Add a "g" to kin and you have king. 

The word carries the thought not only of kinship but also of nobility. In the Old 

Testament ideal, the king was a close relative who possessed noble character and was 

elevated to leadership because of that nobility and relationship. 

Just as a father protects and governs his family out of love, so the king, in the biblical 

concept, ruled because of love for his people. He was not a foreign usurper but one 

connected to them by relationship and devoted to their welfare. 

God's Kingship and Human Kingship 

Some object strongly to the kingly concept of God found throughout Scripture. They 

argue that the biblical language of God sitting upon a throne, being King over all the 

earth, and Christ being King of kings reflects a primitive and false idea of government. 

But this objection misunderstands true kingship. 

The biblical concept accords perfectly with genuine kingliness. A king is the noble head 

of his people. His glory comes not from the servile obedience of his subjects but from 

their happiness, prosperity, and well-being. 

Read Psalm 72, where the heavenly King rules the earth. 
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Read Isaiah 11, where the Lord anoints Jesus as King over the nations. 

In both passages, the glory of the King is seen in the freedom, prosperity, and blessing of 

His people. 

This ideal runs like a golden thread throughout the entire Bible. 

The Imperfection of Human Rule 

The ideal itself is divine, but its human expression is imperfect because rulers are men, 

and men are fallen. 

There is nothing perfect in this world. 

People speak of the perfect marriage. There can be no perfect marriage because the two 

individuals involved are fallen creatures. People seek the perfect politician. There can be 

no perfect politician because every politician, even when he rises to the stature of a 

statesman, remains a fallen man. There are no perfect teachers, no perfect children, and 

no perfect human beings. 

Government is divine in principle, but every form of government will reveal 

imperfections because those who govern are fallen men. Whether in a monarchy or a 

democracy, rulers are subject to selfishness and temptation. 

Yet history has known noble rulers. 

England remembers with fondness certain kings and queens whose reigns shone like 

bright stars in its history. The same may be said of many nations. I recall a statement 

made by the great Dr. Samuel Johnson. During a discussion concerning politics and 

forms of government, he remarked:  

"Sir, I perceive that it matters little what form of government prevails in a country. The 

people will be happy if only the rulers be righteous men." 
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That sentence deserves to be written upon the halls of Congress and every governmental 

building in the world. 

The people will be happy if their rulers are righteous. 

Unfortunately, rulers are not always righteous because they are human and therefore 

subject to temptation. 

Interpreting Scripture Correctly 

Peter joins us here in teaching peaceful obedience to government. But these words must 

be understood alongside other Scriptures. 

Always remember this principle: 

Truth is never discovered merely by saying, "It is written." 

Truth is discovered by saying, "It is written," and then, "Again, it is written." 

Truth is never found in a single isolated verse. It is found when one verse is understood 

together with another, and another, and another, until the whole counsel of God lies 

before us. If you isolate one verse and make it supreme while ignoring all others, you 

can teach almost any error imaginable. 

For example, a verse says: 

"There is no God." 

Someone may point to that and claim the Bible denies God's existence. 

But the full verse reads: 

"The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God."​

— Psalm 14:1 (KJV) 

The truth is discovered by reading the whole statement and comparing Scripture with 

Scripture. 
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I once heard someone say that God was created because, according to them, God came 

from demons. Such foolish ideas arise when people seize upon isolated texts without 

considering the whole revelation of God. 

I remember a Christian woman employed as a maid in a home. She saw a piece of 

jewellery she liked and took it. When confronted, she replied, "I'm a Christian, and I 

took it because it's mine." 

They asked how she could justify such reasoning. 

She answered, "Doesn't Paul say, 'All things are yours'?" 

She assumed that because all things were hers spiritually, she was entitled to take 

whatever she wanted physically. 

That is a misuse of Scripture. 

Obedience to Government and Obedience to God 

Therefore, when Peter says: 

"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake..."​

— 1 Peter 2:13 

we must not imagine that this is the whole of biblical teaching on the matter. 

It is one side of a larger truth. 

Consider Peter himself. 

The same man who wrote these words once stood before the authorities after preaching 

Christ. They commanded him never again to preach in the name of Jesus. 

Peter answered: 
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"Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto 

God, judge ye."​

— Acts 4:19 (KJV) 

Then he went right out and continued preaching. 

The very Peter who instructed believers to submit to human ordinances refused 

obedience when those ordinances contradicted the will of God. 

So there you have it. 

It is entirely proper for me to obey traffic laws, pay taxes, and respect the lawful 

regulations of my country. 

But if human law ever forbids obedience to God, then the Christian must obey God. 

Fortunately, such conflicts are rare. 

Most laws, even in imperfect nations, are intended to preserve order and restrain 

wrongdoing. Therefore, there is usually no contradiction between civil law and divine 

law. 

Yet whenever such a contradiction appears, obedience to God must take precedence. 

There may come a time when the only good people are found in prison. 

Jails were originally built by good people to restrain bad people. But a nation may 

deteriorate morally and politically until the majority become corrupt. 

When that happens, the jails remain the same, but the occupants change. 

The good people are placed behind bars. 

That happened in Russia. It happened in Germany. I believe it is happening in China. 
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Daniel's Example 

The rule before us is therefore twofold. 

First, laws governing social conduct and civil order should be obeyed without question. 

Christians are not to be lawbreakers. They are to live peaceable, upright, law-abiding 

lives. 

By doing so, they silence their critics. 

Second, laws that interfere with our duty toward God are not binding upon the Christian 

conscience. 

Daniel serves as an example. 

While living in Babylon, he occupied a high governmental position. He was honest, 

faithful, law-abiding, and loyal. He served both his king and his God. 

But one day a law was passed forbidding prayer. 

Daniel did not hesitate. 

He simply broke the law and continued praying toward Jerusalem. 

As a result, he was thrown into the lions' den. 

Yet it did him no harm. 

The King above all kings overruled the earthly king and delivered His servant. 

God did not always choose to deliver His people in that way, but in Daniel's case He did. 
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Obedience to God Above Human Law 

There have been martyrs by the tens of thousands who have had to give their lives in 

order to obey the laws of God in societies that declared the laws of God to be wrong and 

forbade men to obey them. 

So now I think we have it here. It is so simple that a wayfaring man need not err therein. 

"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether 

it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent 

by him."​

— 1 Peter 2:13–14 (KJV) 

"For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men."​

— 1 Peter 2:15 (KJV) 

Insofar as the laws of man do not conflict with the laws of God, a Christian's duty is to be 

law-abiding. 

But as soon as they conflict with the laws of God, the Christian's duty is to become a 

lawbreaker instantly. 

The moment they tell me from Washington that I cannot preach the gospel, it will be my 

sacred duty to preach the gospel and go to jail. 

But I am glad for our country, and I am glad that we do not have that problem. 

I am glad nobody is waiting downstairs to arrest me when I leave here. At least, I am not 

expecting them to be there. 

I am glad there is nobody telling me that I cannot preach. But if that day should ever 

come, or if I were thrust into a nation where such conditions existed, then it would be 

my duty to disobey those laws. 
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Let Us Beware of Nationalising Christianity 

The reason for this, of course, is that God is above all, and Christ transcends all nations, 

all laws, and all countries. I might add here, though it repeats something I mentioned in 

yesterday's broadcast, that we must beware of trying to nationalise Christianity. 

There is grave danger in doing so. 

There is always the temptation to fuse Christianity with politics and use the gospel of 

Christ as a tool for political ends. 

It must never be so. 

Truth is master in itself and must never be used as a tool to achieve some end lying 

outside the truth itself. 

We still have noble politicians in our day. 

I heard of one recently. I read it in a brief item in Time magazine. I do not subscribe to 

that magazine, but someone told me there was something in it about Billy Graham, so I 

bought a copy and read it. In a small article it mentioned a politician who was running 

for the Senate. His platform was simply this: 

"If it's right, I'm for it." 

There is courage for you, brother. That kind of statement creates a place in our hearts. 

"If it's right, I'm for it." 

There are still some who use what is right as a means to political ends. There are also 

those who so fuse Christianity with a particular form of government that one is made to 

stand for the other. 

That is always a mistake. 
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Christianity Is Not an "Ism" 

Hitler tried to use Christianity as a tool of the state, and he went down. 

Stalin tried it also, and he went down. 

Khrushchev is trying it, and he too will go down. 

It will always remain true that God Almighty, the Sovereign King, will not permit little 

men to make truth a tool for selfish purposes. 

Therefore, let us never equate Christianity with any political system—Americanism, 

democracy, freedom, or any other "ism." 

To do so is to misunderstand Christ completely and to go astray in interpreting the will 

of God in redemption. 

Democracy existed before Christ was born in Bethlehem and before He died on the 

cross. 

Likewise, Christianity has flourished in lands where democracy did not exist. 

Therefore Christianity and democracy are not the same thing. 

Certainly, the gracious influence of the Christian gospel has softened men's hearts, 

elevated their appreciation of individual worth, and helped secure many of the freedoms 

we still enjoy. 

Insofar as Christianity has touched and softened human hearts, we have what is called 

the free world. 

But Christianity and democracy are not identical. 
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The Church Rises Above All Governments 

The Church rises above all governments. 

Jesus said: 

"And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars..."​

— Matthew 24:6 (KJV) 

Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

The hymn writer expressed it well: 

"Crowns and thrones may perish,​

Kingdoms rise and wane,​

But the Church of Jesus​

Constant will remain." 

And in Matthew 25 we read: 

"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 

him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory."​

— Matthew 25:31 (KJV) 

Before Him shall be gathered all nations. He will separate them as a shepherd divides 

sheep from goats. The sheep will stand on His right hand and the goats on His left. Then 

He will pronounce the words of blessing and judgment. 

Christ rises above all nations. 

He stands above them all and apart from them all. 
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Pilgrims Within an Earthly Nation 

We are pilgrims living within a nation. 

We happen to be pilgrims in a nation which, without undue patriotic emotion, I believe 

is still the greatest and best nation in the world. 

For that we are grateful. 

But Christianity has flourished in the courts of Caesar. Christianity has flourished 

beneath the flashing sword of the executioner. Christianity is flourishing in China even 

now. Do not let anyone tell you otherwise.  

It has gone underground, certainly, but it lives. There are still believers in Russia—solid, 

steadfast men who believe in God the Father Almighty and in Jesus Christ His only Son, 

our Lord. If anyone thinks the Russian Orthodox Church never produced saints, let him 

come to my library and examine some of the books there. 

I can show him teaching as profound and spiritual as anything ever spoken by Dr. 

Simpson, coming from the plains, steppes, and marshes of old Russia. 

They think they have killed Christianity. 

They have stopped some outward progress. 

They have driven out missionaries. 

They have subverted some leaders. 

They have imprisoned and killed others. 

They have closed church doors. 

But they have not killed the Holy Ghost. 

Neither have they destroyed the seed of the gospel. 
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The Gospel Cannot Be Destroyed 

I received a letter recently from Dr. Barthel. 

Perhaps it has already appeared in The Weekly. 

I am not sure. 

He wrote concerning an editorial I had written in which I said, "Let us not give up 

China." 

He told me he had been thinking the same thing for a long time and that he was waiting 

daily for the political change that would open China again and give the gospel another 

opportunity to spread freely. 

I believe that day will come. 

Unless we are so near the end that our Lord returns first, one of two things will happen: 

Either Christ will come in glory, or China will once again have an opportunity to receive 

the gospel openly. 

Too many saints have watered China with their tears and sacrifices for us simply to 

surrender hundreds of millions of Chinese people to the devil. 

The Kingdom of God Has No Nationality 

The gospel of Christ rises above every political system, every party, every ideology, and 

every national interest. 

While we live in the midst of these earthly affairs, we do the best we can to support what 

seems right, live peaceably, obey the law, and conduct ourselves properly. 

But we always remember that we are only here for a little while. 

The political blessings we enjoy are not Christianity. 
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They are providential gifts from God. 

This financial prosperity God has granted so that resources may be available for 

evangelism in these last days. 

This political freedom God has granted so that missionaries may be sent forth in these 

last days. 

But Americanism is not Christianity. 

The kingdom of God has no nationality. 

The kingdom of God embraces the human race, with the Son of Man as its Head and 

King. 

The New Creation 

We have gathered, and are gathering, unto the new creation. 

I quote this passage often, but it bears repeating: 

"But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,​

To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in 

heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 

perfect,​

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 

sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel."​

— Hebrews 12:22–24 (KJV) 

This is the new creation. It transcends national boundaries. It transcends languages. It 

transcends racial distinctions. It rises above them all. We have come unto Mount Zion, 

the city of the living God. 
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Communion and Thanksgiving 

As we proceed into the communion service, we celebrate our coming unto this holy Zion. 

We celebrate the blood of Jesus that speaks better things than the blood of Abel. We 

celebrate the blood of the everlasting covenant that has secured our peace with God. 

Brethren, I hope we are properly appreciative of these things. 

I hope we are not guilty of ingratitude or carelessness concerning them. We thank God 

for political freedom that allows us to live and worship without the threat of 

imprisonment or death. But we thank God even more for that gospel which transcends 

national boundaries and racial distinctions, bringing us into the kingdom of the new 

creation and making us sons and daughters of God. 

This is what we celebrate in the communion. 
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About the Speaker 

 

Aiden Wilson Tozer (21 April 1897 – 12 May 1963) was an American pastor, 

preacher, editor, devotional writer, and prominent leader within the Christian and 

Missionary Alliance. Widely regarded as one of the most influential voices in 

twentieth-century evangelical Christianity, Tozer's ministry was marked by a passionate 

call to deeper fellowship with God, personal holiness, and spiritual renewal. 

Associated with evangelicalism, the Holiness movement, and Keswick spirituality, Tozer 

became best known through his devotional classics, particularly The Pursuit of God 

(1948) and The Knowledge of the Holy (1961). These works continue to inspire 

Christians worldwide, emphasizing the necessity of knowing God personally rather than 

merely knowing about Him. His writings consistently called believers to holiness, 

contemplative prayer, reverence for God, self-denial, death to self, and a continual 

awareness of God's presence. 

Tozer believed that the modern Church often suffered from spiritual shallowness and 

urged believers to pursue a deeper, more intimate relationship with God. His messages 

challenged Christians to move beyond religious routine and cultivate a genuine life of 

worship, prayer, and surrender. 
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About Living Sermons 

 

 

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless 

messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world. 

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the 

preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and 

revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and 

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit. 

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews 

4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and 

transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and 

readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and 

anointing. 

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as 

lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are 

designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and 

advancing the Kingdom of God. 

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form. 

26 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Our Team 

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy 

Spirit are accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers 

around the world. This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone. 

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles: 

●​ Transcribers – Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts. 

●​ Editors – Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks. 

●​ Bloggers – Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books. 

●​ Social Media Managers – Share books online and engage our community. 

●​ Language Translators 

●​ Graphics Designers 

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer 

Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the 

nations. 
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