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Foreword

Every generation asks the same question in a different voice: are we near the end?
Headlines shift, borders tremble, and leaders warn of an abyss. In such a season, the
human heart looks for something steadier than the news. This classic message by Billy
Graham, preached in Three Rivers Stadium in Pittsburgh, offers exactly that: not

speculation, but Scripture.

Dr. Graham does not trade in dates or predictions. He is careful, even insistent, on this
point: there will be an end to the age dominated by evil, yet not an end to the world, and
no one knows the day or the hour. What he gives us instead is a sober look at II Peter 2,
where Noah, Sodom, and Lot are set before us as examples of God’s judgment and God’s

deliverance.

The lesson is not that fear should rule us, but that the Lord knows how to rescue the

godly, and that He has made a way through the cross.

As you read, you will notice the plain, direct manner of a preacher speaking to a crowd.
We have deliberately kept it that way. The words of this sermon have been preserved as

spoken.

Our work as editors has been limited to what a faithful steward owes the reader:
restoring proper capitalization and punctuation, correcting obvious errors of
transcription, removing time markers and audience-reaction notes, and arranging the
message into chapters with clear subheadings so that it can be read, studied, and
returned to with ease. We have not added to, subtracted from, or reinterpreted the

message.

Some references belong to their moment: the mention of the morning’s newspapers, of
Russia’s government, of a stadium filled with people walking forward. We have left them
in place, because a sermon is a living thing, spoken to a particular people on a particular
day. Yet the truths underneath have not aged. Security that rests on horses and chariots
is still false. Pleasure that ends in remorse is still brief. Whatever we exalt above God is

still an idol. And the invitation to come just as you are still stands.



May you read this book slowly, with your Bible open beside you. If you are weary, may
you be reminded that God knows how to deliver. If you have drifted toward Sodom, may
you hear the warning to turn and not look back. And if you have never surrendered your
life to Jesus Christ, may the closing chapters be, for you, not merely words on a page,

but an open door.

Wisdom Epsi

— The Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com
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Publisher’s Note

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the
inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the
preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format.

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational
setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering.
Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery.
Watch the live sermon from which this message was transcribed on YouTube

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and
ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our
role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and
distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats. Our commitment is

excellence without dilution.

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God. Our daily goal is to transform powerful
live sermons into polished PDF and ebook editions for the edification of the Body of
Christ. It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and

impartation present in the live service will minister to you afresh.

— Livingsermons.com
A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnrfAKGwSOM

Main Message

Begins Here



Introduction

Turn With Me to Second Peter

Today I want you to turn with me to II Peter, the second chapter, beginning with verse 5.

I hope you brought your Bibles, because we want to talk about a very important subject

today.

IT Peter, in your Bibles, comes right after I Peter, if you’re having trouble finding it.

Judgment, Love, and the Coming of Christ
The subject is the judgment of God, the love of God, and the coming again of Jesus
Christ, and the end of the age.

The End of the Age, Not the End of the World

Not the end of the world. There is not going to be an end to the world. But there is going
to be an end to the age in which we live, that is dominated by the devil and dominated
by evil. That will come to an end, and Christ the Messiah is going to come back. We want
to talk about that a little bit today.



The Word of God on Judgment and Deliverance

The Scripture Reading: IT Peter 2:5—9

Beginning with verse 5:

“And spared not the old world, but saved Noah, the eighth person, a preacher
of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; and
turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them with
an overthrow, making them an example unto all those who would live ungodly
in the future; and delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy lifestyle of the

wicked.”

“For the righteous man dwelling among them, and seeing and hearing, vexed
his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds. The Lord
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations and trials, and to reserve

the unjust unto the day of judgment.”

God Knows How to Deliver You
If you're going through a serious temptation now, or a trial now, God knows how to

deliver you, if you’ll turn to Him and pray by faith and believe.

Reserved Unto the Day of Judgment
“And to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment.” Those who are outside of Christ,
those who live wicked lives, are being reserved until the day of judgment. There is a

judgment day coming.



The Story of Sodom and Gomorrah

An Example for Our Day
The biblical story of Sodom and Gomorrah comes down to us today as an example of

what could happen, even in this decade, or in the decades ahead, if we don’t turn to God.

Where Sodom and Gomorrah Stood

Now, Sodom and Gomorrah were two cities. They were at the place where the Dead Sea
now is in the Middle East. The Dead Sea is a ten-mile-by-fifty-mile inland lake in the
lower Jordan Valley. It is a mineral-saturated body of water which is 1,260 feet below

sea level. It is the lowest part of the world.

Abraham and Lot Part Ways

In Genesis 13 we read about Abraham. Abraham is going through that part of the world
with all of his flocks and all of his family, going to the land that God had promised him.
He was a man of God, and he had his nephew with him by the name of Lot.

He saw that the servants of Lot and his servants were not getting along too well. So he
said to Lot, “Lot, let’s divide. We've gotten too big. There are too many of us, too many
cattle. Your cattle and my cattle are getting mixed up. You choose wherever you want to
live. If you want to go west” (toward what is now Palestine) “or if you want to go across
the Jordan and go to the Jordan Valley, which is lush like a Garden of Eden, you take a
choice, and I'll take the other way.”

Lot Chooses Sodom

So Lot looked all around, and he looked down toward Sodom, he looked down toward
Gomorrah. And he saw that it was a very wealthy part of the world, a very wonderful
part to live in. He consulted his wife. She said, “By all means, we want to go to Sodom.”

She wanted to go where the good times were.

And so Lot told Abraham, “All right, Uncle Abraham, we’ve chosen to go down to Sodom
and Gomorrah, and go down to the lush valley of the Jordan. We'll take our cattle and
our servants and our people and our family, and that’s where we’ll go.” Abraham agreed,

and said all right.
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A Lush Land and a Corrupt Lifestyle

The Dead Sea region was surrounded, in that time (it was no Dead Sea, of course), by an
unbelievably lush part of the world. But with their wealth came a lifestyle of hedonism,
sexual obsession and perversion, the like of which has hardly ever been equaled in the
history of the world. So that today the word Sodom is used to describe a certain lifestyle
that people may adopt.

The Judgment of Fire
As God had sent a flood to destroy a corrupted humanity in Noah’s day, so upon Sodom

and Gomorrah He sent a totally destroying judgment of fire. And that fire of brimstone
that fell upon Sodom and Gomorrah not only destroyed it, but sank that part of the
world to the lowest part of the earth.

What Were the Sins of Sodom?
Now, what were the sins of Sodom? Why did God allow that judgment to fall?
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The Illusion of Security

The First Sin: False Security

The first sin that they had was false security. They were secure. And we today have a
security behind our oceans and behind our military power. President Yeltsin has stated
that the whole world can be standing unknowingly on the edge of an abyss. And you saw
in your papers this morning the problems they are having in Russia right now, in the

government. We have a false security.

Trusting Horses and Chariots
“Woe to them that go down to Egypt!” Now, Egypt in that day did not have much to do

with the Israeli people, and yet, time after time, the Israelis would go down to Egypt for
help. And Isaiah said:

“Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help, and stay on horses and trust in
chariots, but they look not to the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord.
Now the Egyptians are men and not God, and their horses flesh and not

spirit.”

Isaiah the prophet is speaking in the 31st chapter when he says that.

They had false security. They thought they were absolutely secure. Nobody could ever

take Sodom and Gomorrah.
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The Fleeting Pleasures of Sin

The Second Sin: Living for Pleasure

Then their second sin that the Scripture mentions is pleasure. They lived for pleasure. In
Job 20, the fifth verse, it says, “The joy making of the wicked is short, and the joy of the
hypocrite but a moment.” You only have a moment to enjoy it. Then you have eternity to

regret it.

The Scripture says there are pleasures in sin for a moment. Then it’s all over, and then

there’s nothing but the remorse and the guilt.

The Way That Seems Right

The Scripture says, “There’s a way that seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death.” “Even in laughter,” the Scripture says, “the heart is sorrowful, and

the end of mirth is heaviness.” Even when you’re laughing, many people.

Saying No to God
In Psalm 53:1 it says, “The fool has said in his heart, There’s no God.” If you go back to
the original language in Hebrew, here’s what it says: “The fool hath said in his heart, No

to God.” He’s not saying there’s no God. He’s just saying no to God.

You see, you can’t prove scientifically that there is a God, and you can’t prove
scientifically there’s no God. But everybody knows there must be a God.
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Overindulgence: Pitching Our Tents Toward Sodom

The Third Sin: Overindulgence

And then there’s another sin that Sodom and Gomorrah committed. It was
overindulgence. The majority of the world, a great part of the world, lives under what we
call the poverty level.

And in Luke 21 it says:

“And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with
surfeiting and drunkenness and the cares of this life, so that day comes upon

| you unawares.”

No One Decides to Be Destroyed
John Eastwood wrote some time ago, “People do not decide to be drunkards or drug
addicts or prostitutes or murderers or thieves, but they pitch their tent toward Sodom,

and the powers of evil overcome them.”

And how many of us are like that? We pitch our tent toward Sodom. We sort of live half
in Sodom and half with Abraham. We sort of enjoy Sodom. We long for the things that
Sodom has. We’d like to have the fun and the pleasure we imagine that theyre having.
We’d like to have all that money.

But the powers of evil will overcome you, and you will die before your time and be lost
from God.

Spots in Our Feasts of Charity

In Jude, the 12th verse, it says, “There are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast
with you, feeding themselves without fear.” How many times we see charitable events,
and we thank God for those that are sincerely interested, but they go to have a big time

and to be seen. And there’s a spot in their charity, and that’s the spot.
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Strange Gods: The Problem of Idolatry

The New Gods of Sodom
And then the people of Sodom and Gomorrah had some new, strange gods. Whenever a
man seeks, or honors, or exalts anything more than God, that’s idolatry. And there are

many of us that are guilty of idolatry, but we don’t realize it.

Shall Not God Search This Out?

In Psalm 44 it says, “If we’ve forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our hand
to a strange god, shall not God search this out?”

Worshipping the Creature

In Romans 1 it says, “We’ve changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and
served the creature more than the Creator.” We worship our bodies, and we worship our
good times, and we spend more on our cosmetics than we do worshipping God and

Christ. That’s modern humanism.

The Plague of Greed
And then they were also guilty of greed. Greed was a plague on the lives of the people of
Sodom and Gomorrah. And one of the addictions that today has thousands of Americans

in its vice is gambling. And part of the gambling motivation is greed.

Workers throughout the industrialized world are becoming increasingly traumatized by
overwork and their effort to earn more than their needs require. So we neglect our
families to get more money, so that we can, and we don’t really need it. God has

promised to supply all of our needs, but He’s never promised to supply all of our greeds.

“God Gave Them Up”

And then, the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah were so bad that God gave them up. In
Romans 1 it says that God just gave them up. Three times, He said He gave them up.

Has God given you up? No. The very fact you're here today shows that God has not given
you up. God is still speaking to you. There’s still a chance for you to come to Christ.
There’s still an opportunity for you to receive the love of God and the gift of God in
Christ.
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A Portrait of the Last Days

In IT Timothy 3 it says, “Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient, unthankful, unholy.” And anyone who believes in high
morality today is laughed at.

Jeremiah said that they had forgotten how to blush, and there’s a lot of truth in that.

16



A Warning, a Remnant, and Lot’s Wife

God Warns Sodom

Now, God warns Sodom. He sent some angels to Abraham to tell Abraham what He was

going to do. He was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimstone.

Abraham Pleads for the City

And Abraham said, “Wait a minute, Lord. If I would find some real believers in Sodom,
if I found fifty righteous men, would You spare it?” And God said, “Yes.” He couldn’t
find fifty, so he said to the Lord, “All right, Lord, what about if I found forty?” Then after
a while he said, “Thirty,” then “Twenty.” Finally he said, “If I find ten, Lord, would You
spare them?” And God said, “Yes, if you find ten righteous people in Sodom, I'll spare
Sodom.” But he couldn’t find them.

The Importance of a Dedicated Minority
And that is a lesson to us: the importance of a dedicated minority. A minority of people

who believe and who live it.

“Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a small remnant, we should have

been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah,” — Isaiah 1:9

Remember Lot’s Wife

To you Christians, Jesus gave a warning. He said, “Remember Lot’s wife.” The angels
told you not to look back. If you did look back, you’d be turned to a pillar of salt. Well,
she did look back, and she was turned to a pillar of salt. And Jesus said, “Remember

Lot’s wife.” That’s an example for us today.

“Remember Lot’s wife.” One of the shortest verses in all the Bible. Don’t look back.
Many of us look longingly at the world, and many are like Demas, having forsaken

Christ because of the love of this present world.
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The Climax of History: Judgment and the Promised

Return

The Coming Judgment
Now, the climax of history is going to be judgment. The Bible warns that the world is in
for a gigantic judgment.

The One Bright Spot

The only bright spot is the promised return of Jesus Christ. Because the Scripture
teaches from one end to the other that Christ is going to come back someday. He’s going
to set up His Kingdom. And evil and the devil are going to be eliminated, and this is
going to be heaven on earth when Jesus comes back.

God So Loved the World

You see, Jesus Christ loved us so much that He went to the cross and died for us. He
took all the hell and all the judgment on Him at the cross. And the Scripture says, “God
so loved the world,” God so loved this present world, “that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever” (that includes you) “whosoever believeth in Him should not

perish, but have everlasting life.”

When Will Christ Return?
You say, “Well, when is Christ going to come back?” Jesus said, “But of that day and
hour knoweth no man, no, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” We don’t

know the day. Don’t speculate. It’s coming. It’s sure.

He left us certain signs. I wish we had time to go into all of them today. I believe that
every one of those signs is being fulfilled right now, and Christ could come back at any

time.
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The Return of Christ and the Necessity of the New
Birth

How Will Christ Come?

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, and the voice of

the archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise
first!”

What a glorious time that’s going to be when Christ returns. The voice of the archangel:
I'm looking forward to hearing that voice. I've never heard an archangel. And the trump
of God. What trumpets that will be.

A Time of Personal Judgment

Now, it will also be a time of personal judgment, when you, if you've really never
received Christ, now, you may be baptized, and you may be confirmed, and you may be a
church member, and all of that. That’s wonderful. I'm thankful. But that’s not enough.

You Must Be Born Again
Jesus talked to Nicodemus and said, “Nicodemus, all of your religion is not enough. You

must be born again.”

The Book of Life

The moment you receive Christ, the moment you open your heart and surrender to Him
as Lord and Master and Savior, at that moment, your name is written in the Book of
Life.

And if my name were not written in that Book of Life, you’d never get me out of this
stadium until I'd made sure it’s been written there. Because only those who are written

in the Book of Life are going to enter the Kingdom of God.
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The Cross: God’s Judgment Borne for Us

For Those Written in the Book of Life

You see, for those who are written in the Book of Life, Jesus Christ died on the cross.
They put nails in His hands, and a spike through His side, and a crown of thorns on His
brow, and He suffered one of the most agonizing physical deaths that a person can

suffer. But that wasn’t His real suffering.

“My God, My God, Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me?”

The real suffering of Jesus Christ was when He said, “My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken me?” Because in that moment, God took your sins and my sin and laid them on
Christ. He bore our sins. He went to hell for us. He took the judgment for us. So the

cross is a judgment.

What Must You Do?

What do you have to do? Repent of your sins. And if you're not sure that you've
repented, surrender totally to Christ: your heart, your mind, your body, your life, so that

Christ is first in your life.
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The Invitation: Come Just as You Are

Make That Commitment Today

I'm going to ask you to make that commitment this afternoon. I'm going to ask you to do
what we’ve seen thousands of people do this past week: get up out of your seat, from all
over this stadium, and come and stand in front. And after you’ve all come, I'm going to
say a word to you and have a prayer with you, and you can get up and go back and join
your friends. We'’re going to give you some literature, a book that will help you in your
Christian life.

Now Is the Accepted Time

But you get up and come, and don’t delay, because He says, “Now is the accepted time.
Today is the day of salvation.” You may never have another moment like this as long as
you live. When will you ever see another thing like this in Pittsburgh? Maybe another
generation, or maybe never. And as far as you're concerned, it may never be. We're
going to wait for you. You come from way up there, wherever you are. God is speaking to

you. And back here, where the seats have filled in, you come and join them.

The Hymn of Invitation: “Just As I Am”

Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

To Those Watching at Home

Just as hundreds of people have responded to Mr. Graham’s invitation to make a public
commitment to Jesus Christ, so can you, right where you are. You that have been
watching by television, here in this great Three Rivers Stadium in Pittsburgh, where
three rivers come together right here: you've heard the message, and God has spoken to

you, and we’ve seen hundreds of people come here. Many more hundreds are on the
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way. You can make your commitment to Christ where you are. You can say yes to Christ.
He loves you. He wants to forgive you. He wants to change you and give you a new life.

Let Him come into your heart right now.

A Prayer of Repentance and Faith

Just say, “Lord, I am a sinner, and I'm sorry. I do repent of my sins as best I know how.
I'm not sure that I know how, but Lord, help me to repent, and help me to believe, Lord.
I need Your help even in the believing. And help me to follow You and serve You.” He’ll

help you.

If you make that commitment, tell someone. There’s still time for you to make that
important decision. Someone will pray with you and talk with you about your spiritual

condition, and the hope and forgiveness found in Jesus Christ.

A Closing Word

Just before we leave you for this time, we want to remind you to pray for Billy Graham
and the team as we prepare for special meetings in Cleveland, Ohio, and Atlanta,
Georgia, in the days ahead. Now, for Billy Graham and the entire team, this is Cliff
Barrows saying goodbye, and may God bless you.

If you just prayed that prayer with my father, or if you have any questions about a
relationship with Jesus Christ, why don’t you contact the ministry. There will be
someone there to talk with you, pray with you and answer those questions. And

remember, God loves you!

Contact Information from the Original Broadcast

If you would like to commit your life to Jesus Christ, the original broadcast invited
viewers to call toll free at 1-877-772-4559, or to write to: Billy Graham, 1 Billy Graham
Parkway, Department C, Charlotte, NC 28201, or to visit PeaceWithGod.tv. These details
are preserved here as they were given at the time of the broadcast and may have

changed since.

Now is the accepted time; today is the day of salvation.

— II Corinthians 6:2
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About The Speaker

William "Billy" F. Graham Jr. (1918-2018) was raised on a dairy farm in Charlotte,
North Carolina. In 1934, at age 15, he made a commitment to faith during a revival led
by Mordecai Ham. He was ordained in 1939, graduated from Florida Bible Institute in
1940, and earned a B.A. from Wheaton College in 1943, where he married Ruth McCue
Bell.

After pastoring in Illinois and serving as the first full-time evangelist for Youth for
Christ International, Graham was vaulted into national prominence by the 1949 Los
Angeles Crusade. This event launched decades of global outreach, including historic,
extended crusades in London (1954), New York City (1957), Seoul (1973), and Rio de
Janeiro (1974). Overall, he preached live to nearly 215 million people in over 185

countries and territories.

In 1950, he founded the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA). Through BGEA,
Graham hosted the syndicated Hour of Decision radio program for over 60 years,
published Decision magazine, and authored 33 books—including bestsellers such as
Angels: God's Secret Agents (1975) and his 1997 autobiography, Just As I Am.

A counselor to U.S. presidents, Graham appeared on Gallup's "Ten Most Admired Men
in the World" list a record 61 times. His honors include the Presidential Medal of
Freedom (1983), Congressional Gold Medal (1996), and an Honorary Knighthood
(2001). Following his passing in 2018 at age 99, he lay in honor in the U.S. Capitol
Rotunda, and a bronze statue of him was added to the U.S. Capitol in 2024. Billy and
Ruth raised five children, 19 grandchildren, 44 great-grandchildren, and nine

great-great-grandchildren.
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About Living Sermons

Our Vision
To become the world’s largest digital archive for ebooks transcribed from live sermons,

preserving and spreading the spoken Word of God across nations and generations.

Our Mission

At LivingSermons.com, our mission is to take the living voice of God spoken through
His servants and transform it into accessible PDF resources, making salvation-centred
truth available to the ends of the earth. We believe that the spoken Word carries divine
power, and by preserving these messages in written form, we help extend their reach

beyond pulpits, borders, and generations.

Why We Exist

Many life-changing sermons are preached and forgotten while some deteriorate over
time. We exist to preserve these divine utterances, making them available for study,
meditation, discipleship, and spiritual growth. Through this work, we are committed to
ensuring that no revelational truth is lost, but that every inspired message can continue

to speak, heal, transform, and bring men into the knowledge of Christ.

We Are Social

Let’s stay connected in Christ! Follow our social handles to connect with a community of
believers, receive daily faith-building resources, share your favourite breakthrough

messages, and keep growing in faith together!

Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons
Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons

Join Over 161k members in the LivingSermons WhatsApp Community

YouTube Channel: https://www.yvoutube.com/@Official LivingSermons
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Join Our Team

LivingSermons is raising Kingdom-minded volunteers across the world to help
transform live sermons into lasting digital resources. If you have the burden to serve
and the skill to contribute, there is a place for you. Let us preserve God’s spoken Word
together and take the Gospel further.

Volunteer Opportunities

e Prayer Intercessors: Stand with us in prayer as we labour to spread God’s

Word across nations.
e Transcribers: Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts.
e Editors: Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks.

e Bloggers: Create SEO-friendly posts to announce and distribute newly
published books.

e Social Media Managers: Share books online, grow our reach, and engage our

global community.

e Language Translators: Help translate sermons into different languages so

more people can access the truth.

e Graphics Designers: Design book covers, promotional materials, and visual

content for outreach.

Become a Volunteer Today
Join the mission and use your gift to help preserve revival voices for generations to

come. Join Here
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