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Foreword 

In this powerful message, Redeemed to Flourish in Hard Times, Bishop David Abioye 

delivers a timely and prophetic teaching on the believer’s covenant exemption in 

seasons of global hardship. With scriptural precision, pastoral depth, and apostolic 

conviction, this sermon unveils one of the Kingdom’s greatest mysteries: stewardship is 

a platform for supernatural preservation. 

This is not merely a motivational message for difficult days. It is a covenant call to 

deeper consecration, unwavering Kingdom service, and steadfast commitment to God. 

Throughout these pages, the reader will discover that while darkness may cover the 

earth, God still reserves His glory for those who walk in covenant with Him. 

What makes this message especially compelling is its practical simplicity. Bishop Abioye 

carefully shows that flourishing in hard times is not accidental. It is tied to loving 

service, cheerful stewardship, faithfulness, soul winning, righteous living, and 

unwavering devotion to the advancement of God’s Kingdom. The examples of Daniel, 

Job, Hezekiah, and the three Hebrew boys remind us that God has never abandoned 

those who serve Him wholeheartedly. 

As editors, our assignment in preparing this manuscript was not to alter the preacher’s 

voice, but to preserve its fire while presenting it in a clear, readable, and enduring 

format for believers around the world. Every effort has been made to retain the weight, 

urgency, and spiritual authority carried in the original delivery. 

We believe this book will strengthen weary hearts, restore Kingdom perspective, and 

awaken fresh passion for serving God in these prophetic times. More importantly, it will 

help many believers understand that covenant service remains a divine shield against 

the storms of life. 

 

— Wisdom Epsi​

 Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com  
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Publisher’s Note 

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the 

inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the 

preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading 

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format. 

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational 

setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering. 

Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance 

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery. 

The live sermon from which this message was transcribed can be accessed here: Shiloh 

2023  

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and 

ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our 

role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and 

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats. 

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.​

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.​

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook 

editions for the edification of the Body of Christ. 

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation 

present in the live service will minister to you afresh. 

 

— Livingsermons.com​

 A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship 
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Main Message  

Begins Here 
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Introduction 

 
 

 

Give the Lord the praise as you receive His Word this morning. Thank You, Jesus. If that 

clap is for Jesus, make it bigger and louder! I can hear somebody with a shout of joy! 

Thank You, Jesus. 

Amen. 

Heavenly Father, we thank You again for this very glorious morning — the first Hour of 

Visitation at Shiloh 2023. We know that You are already visiting us, and we give You all 

the glory and praise for it. 

Lord, as Your Word comes to us as individuals, let each person encounter a visitation in 

Jesus’ wonderful Name. 

Amen. 

Please get seated, and keep clapping for the Lord, everybody, to the glory and praise of 

His Name. Help me assure your neighbour this morning: God will visit you. 

I count it a very great privilege again this morning, granted to me from God and from 

my spiritual father, our prophet and teacher. I pray that the existing unction on this 

altar is going to work wonders in somebody’s life this morning. 

Thank you very much, sir. 
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We are reminded this morning that our theme for Shiloh 2023 is: 

“Redeemed to Flourish in Hard Times.” 

Hard times have already commenced, and there is no prayer anybody can pray against 

it, because it is prophetic. You cannot pray against prophecy, but you can take a position 

as it applies to the fulfilment of the prophecy in your life. 

For instance, Isaiah 60:2 says: 

“For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the 

people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon 

thee.” 

That is a language — a word — of exemption. 

There is darkness on one side and glory on the other side. So, do not worry about the 

darkness; look forward to the glory. 

What did God say will happen to you?​

 The Lord shall arise upon you, and His glory shall be seen upon you. 

When you see darkness, what do you expect? Glory! 
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Stewardship Secures Exemption in Hard Times 

 
 

 

Our teaching this morning is captioned: 

“Stewardship Secures Exemption in Hard Times.” 

Addiction to serving God is our security in hard times. The harder it is, the more 

committed you should be. 

Our text is Malachi 3:16–18, flowing into chapter 4:1–2. 

“Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD 

hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him 

for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.​

 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up 

my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth 

him.​

 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, 

between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.” — Malachi 

3:16–18 
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In Scripture, fear is sometimes replaced by service. 

Then they that serve the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and 

heard it. A book of remembrance was written before Him for them that serve the Lord 

and think upon His Name. 

As a result of their service: 

“They shall be mine…” 

Serving God commits God to you. You become God’s property and responsibility when 

you serve Him. 

“…in that day when I make up my jewels…” 

You become precious jewels before the Lord. 

“…and I will spare them…” 

That means:​

 “I will separate them.”​

 “I will exempt them.” 

Serving God is key to your exemption. 

Inheritance and Rewards 

The Scripture says: 

“…as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.” 

There are sons who are not serving, and there are sons who are serving. 

When you become a child of God, you become entitled to inheritance. But when you 

serve God, you become entitled to rewards. 

There is a difference between inheritance and rewards. 
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Inheritance is based on promises.​

 Rewards are covenant-based. 

Promises may change, but covenant cannot change. 

Many children of God are claiming promises, and to some extent God answers promises. 

But He is committed to rewards. He cannot change covenant. 

Nobody can alter your rewards. 

You pray for promises, but you walk in covenant. 

“He will spare his own sons that serve him.” 

Then shall ye return and discern between the righteous and the wicked — between him 

that serveth God and him that serveth Him not. 

The demarcation line is stewardship. 

What separates us and distinguishes us is our commitment to serving God. 

Hard Times Are Here — But So Is Exemption 

Malachi 4:1 says: 

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven…” 

That day has already started. 

The world is already burning like an oven. 

“…and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble…” 

Nobody can escape it. 

But look at the good news in verse 2: 
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“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with 

healing in his wings…” 

He shall arise for you. 

When others are sick, He will arise for you with healing in His wings. 

“…and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.” 

They will be going down; you will be going up.​

They will be going backward; you will be going forward.​

They will be begging; you will be giving.​

They will be borrowing; you will be lending.​

They will be selling houses; you will be buying them.​

They will be searching for jobs; you will be employing them. 

That is what God said about you in the covenant, and He shall not fail. 

The subject we are considering this morning is about how to render service unto God 

and towards His Kingdom. 

I heard God’s servant say yesterday: 

“You don’t pray your way out of hard times; you learn 

your way out of it.” 

There is always a way out. 

1 Corinthians 10:13 makes us understand that God always makes a way of escape. 

God’s people were troubled because there were no teaching priests among them until 

teachers of the Word emerged. 

The verdict remains: 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” — Hosea 4:6 
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What you do not know is what Satan is using against you. Once knowledge is secured, 

hardship is terminated. As we go through this season of hard times, you will be riding on 

high. If that prayer is for someone, say loud Amen! 

Biblical Examples of Exemption Through Service 

From Scripture, we discover that all servants of God enjoyed exemption in hard times. 

Examples help us to understand, comprehend, and align with expectation. We have 

come to Shiloh not as a magical centre, but as a learning centre. 

Do not come to Shiloh with the mindset: 

“They will pray for me and things will happen.” 

Come with the mind to learn. 

Jesus said: 

“Come unto me, and learn of me… and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” — 

Matthew 11:29 

Learning is key to taking our place at the top. What you learn today becomes an asset for 

your triumph tomorrow. I believe that as you receive this lesson this morning, God is 

going to change your position. 

Daniel: A Servant Preserved 

Daniel chapter 6:20–22 shows us how Daniel was exempted from destruction because 

of his commitment to service. 

The king cried with a lamentable voice: 

“O Daniel, servant of the living God…” 

Somebody say with me: 
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“Servant of the living God.” 

Daniel was known as a servant of the living God. 

Who do people know you to be? 

The king asked: 

“Is thy God whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the 

lions?” 

We cannot change God’s ability, but we can activate His ability as we render service unto 

Him. 

Daniel answered: 

“My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths…” 

For everyone serving God truly in hard times, God will shut the mouth of lions. 

They will consume others, but they will refuse to touch you. 

The hardship of this season will not touch you. 

Poverty will not come near you.​

Famine will not come near you.​

Begging will not come near you. 

Daniel 3:28 says: 

“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his 

angel, and delivered his servants…” 

Servants are always delivered. 

God cannot give up on servants because He needs their service. 

These young men declared boldly: 
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“Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us…” — Daniel 3:17 

They were sure they were serving Him. 

How can you be serving God and not know? 

If you are truly serving God, you will know. 

God Bears Witness to His Servants 

In Job 1:8, God Himself testified concerning Job: 

“Hast thou considered my servant Job…?” 

God is always proud of those who serve Him. 

What is God saying about you? 

Does He know you as one serving Him? 

Even men will testify when you are serving God. 

The king said: 

“Thy God whom thou servest continually…” 

There are three levels of witness available to those who truly serve God: 

1.​ Your personal witness 

2.​ God’s witness 

3.​ The witness of men — including unbelievers 

If unbelievers are not yet mocking you for serving God, perhaps you are yet to fully serve 

Him. But in the process of their mocking, God will be making you. 

May you receive grace to serve Him more. 
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Hezekiah: Exempted from Untimely Death 

The story of Hezekiah is another indication of a man who served God and was exempted 

from untimely death. 

Isaiah came to him and said: 

“Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live.” — Isaiah 38:1 

But Hezekiah turned his face to God and prayed: 

“Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in 

truth and with a perfect heart…” — Isaiah 38:3 

In essence, he said: 

“I am Your servant. I cannot die anyhow.” 

And God responded. 

He told Isaiah: 

“Go back.” 

The programme had to be reviewed. 

God added fifteen more years to Hezekiah’s life. 

Serving God brings addition to life. 

Serving God does not reduce people; it adds to them. 

While others are dying, you will remain alive.​

 While others are in trouble, you will be rescuing them. 

In the precious Name of Jesus Christ. 
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Job: Protected by Divine Hedge 

Even the devil testified of God’s covering around Job. 

Job 1:9–10 says: 

“Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about him…?” 

There is a divine hedge around those who serve God. 

“…thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in 

the land.” 

Satan is a liar, but that day he told the truth. 

When God blesses you overwhelmingly, even your enemies will testify of it. 

That is what God will do for you in these hard times. 

That is what your God, whom you serve, will do for you in this hard season. 

Addiction to serving God is security to our lives in these hard times. 

I declare, by the power of God at work on this altar, you will not suffer what they suffer. 

I say, you will not suffer what they suffer. 

“And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy 

water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee.” — Exodus 23:25 

Those who serve God do not struggle against sickness. God Himself said: 

“I will take it away.” 

Not only from you, but from your family — immediate and extended. 

And it went further in verses 26 and 27: 
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“There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number 

of thy days I will fulfil.” 

What more? 

“I will send my fear before thee…” 

“…and I will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come…” 

“…and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee.” 

Verse 28 says: 

“And I will send hornets before thee…” 

When you serve God, He takes over everything on your behalf comprehensively. He does 

not allow you to weep when others are weeping. He does not allow you to beg when 

others are begging. Those who serve God do not beg God; they simply enjoy His 

covering on every side. Everybody, please lift up your hand. 

I decree that from today, whatever evil befalls others will jump over your house in the 

Name of Jesus. 

Serving God Acceptably 

We must come to the point of understanding that it is not enough to serve God; we must 

serve Him acceptably. 

Hebrews 12:28 says: 

“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 

grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” 

Grace comes by knowledge. In other words, let us learn how to do it. Acceptable service 

is what guarantees our exemption in hard times. 
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1. Serve Him Lovingly 

How do you serve God acceptably? 

You must serve Him lovingly. Our services are accepted when they are built on our love 

for God. 

Deuteronomy 10:12 says: 

“…to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all 

thy soul.” 

Again, Deuteronomy 11:13 repeats the same truth. You can be serving God without 

loving Him. 

1 Corinthians 13:1–3 reveals this clearly.  

Serving God without loving Him will soon make you weary. But loving Him enough to 

serve Him will keep you going all your life. 

Without love, our service has no value. 

Psalm 91:14 says: 

“Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him…” 

When others are going down, God says: 

“I will set him on high.” 

Why? 

“Because he hath known my name.” 

What God is looking for first is your love. 

Before Jesus appointed Peter fully into service, He asked him repeatedly: 
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“Lovest thou me?” — John 21:15–17 

Why? 

Because love for God brings you into relationship with God, and relationship is what 

gives value to service. There are people serving God whom God does not know. Does He 

know you? 

Are you walking with Him in love? 

What gives value to your work for God is your walk with God. 

Hezekiah said: 

“I have walked before thee in truth…” 

Then he added: 

“…and have done that which is good in thy sight.” 

He walked with God before he worked for God. Love for God is what gives value to our 

services in His Kingdom. And one thing about genuine love is this: it cannot be stopped. 

Paul declared: 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” — Romans 8:35 

There are people who stop serving God when material rewards are delayed. But when 

you serve God out of love, you develop a spiritual umbilical cord that cannot be broken. 

Song of Solomon 8:6 says: 

“Love is strong as death.” 

 

21 



 

2. Serve Him Willingly 

We must also serve Him willingly. Love for Him will make you look beyond whether 

rewards appear immediately or not. Even though rewards are certain, willingness keeps 

you eager and ready. 

There are believers who must be pushed before they serve God. But willingness makes 

you self-motivated. 

You are eager.​

You are ready.​

You are available. 

Isaiah 1:19 says: 

“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.” 

You can be obedient without being willing. But willingness is what guarantees 

enjoyment of the good of the land. 

2 Corinthians 8:12 says: 

“For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted…” 

The first thing God looks at is not merely your activity, but your willingness. 

1 Corinthians 9:17 says: 

“For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward…” 

Part of that reward is exemption in hard times. 
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3. Serve Him Dutifully and Faithfully 

We must serve Him dutifully — faithfully. That means serving with a sense of 

commitment. 

1 Corinthians 4:2 says: 

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 

Matthew 24:45–47 speaks of the faithful and wise servant whom the Lord finds doing 

His work when He returns. 

Stewardship demands that you remain on duty. 

Luke 19:13 says: 

“Occupy till I come.” 

Stay on duty until the Master returns. It is at your duty post that He locates you with 

rewards. Once you are off duty, you are off His covering, off His provision, and off His 

exemption. 

Say with me: 

“I will stay on duty.” 

4. Serve Him Cheerfully 

We must serve Him cheerfully. 

Malachi 3:14 speaks of those who complained: 

“It is vain to serve God…” 

They served mourningly instead of cheerfully. 

Cheerfulness gives you a place of exemption in hard times. 
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Serving God to the point that people begin to wonder whether you are truly affected by 

the same hardship around them. 

Waking up in the morning cheerfully.​

Serving in your service unit cheerfully.​

Giving cheerfully.​

Winning souls cheerfully. 

Always smiling.​

Always excited. 

That is what God is looking for. 

God loves a cheerful servant. 

Even physically, people avoid those who constantly frown because expressions reveal 

intentions. Your cheerfulness expresses your willingness to serve God. God is looking for 

cheerful servants. 

There are pastors who never smile on the altar. Members begin to whisper: 

“Perhaps pastor has a problem. Shall we pray for him?” 

Meanwhile, the one meant to help others is the one receiving intercession. 

Serve Him cheerfully. 

When I had only one pair of shoes — cheerfulness.​

One coat — cheerfulness.​

Sleeping on benches — cheerfulness. 

Years later, when I shared those testimonies, people found it difficult to believe because 

whenever I appeared, it was always: 

“Good morning, church! Everything is working! Let us give thanks to God!” 

Cheerfulness. 
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Without cheerfulness, you cannot escape these hard times. Our cheerfulness attracts 

God, while constant sadness attracts Satan because he is a sadist. 

Jesus said: 

“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome 

the world.” — John 16:33 

Check your neighbour’s face. Is he smiling? 

Tell somebody around you: 

“Be careful!” 

Deuteronomy 28:47–48 says: 

“Because thou servedst not the LORD thy God with joyfulness, and with 

gladness of heart… therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies…” 

Serve God joyfully. 

You are in one room today? Keep serving God.​

It will become two rooms.​

It will become a duplex. 

Do not serve God as though He is punishing you. If it appears painful now, He is only 

polishing you. Very shortly, the world will see you shining. 

5. Serve Him Continually 

The king said concerning Daniel: 

“Is thy God whom thou servest continually able to deliver thee?” 

Continually — not occasionally. 
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Daniel remained on duty continually, and therefore enjoyed divine exemption 

continually. 

Galatians 6:9 says: 

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 

faint not.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58 says: 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord…” 

Do not count how long you have been serving. 

Some people say: 

“I have served God for twenty years and nothing is showing.” 

No. Something is showing — you simply have not recognised what He has been doing. 

Always abounding. 

Why? 

“…forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 

Say with me: 

“I know my labour in Him is not in vain.” 

Very shortly, it will show. 
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6. Serve Him Righteously 

Finally, serve Him righteously. Do not mix ungodliness with service. 

Isaiah 52:11 says: 

“Touch no unclean thing…” 

Only sanctified service is acceptable to God. You are bearing the vessels of the Lord, 

therefore be clean. May we all receive grace to serve Him righteously. 

Last night, while laying the foundation for this prophetic event, God’s servant spoke 

extensively on sanctification, and I believe every one of us has received grace to live 

sanctified lives. 

Platforms for Kingdom Stewardship 

There are several platforms for rendering stewardship before the Lord. 

The Altar of Prayer and Fasting 

Praying for the advancement of the Kingdom.​

 Praying for souls to be saved and established.​

 Praying for neighbours.​

 Praying for pastors and ministers of the Gospel. 

Colossians 4:12 tells us that Epaphras gave himself to prayer. 

Luke 2:37 tells us that Anna served God with fasting and prayers. 
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Soul Winning and Establishment 

You cannot be rescuing souls and become a victim of destruction. As you rescue people 

from destruction, God rescues you from destruction. 

That is why Jesus commanded us repeatedly: 

“Go.” 

Matthew 28:18–20​

Mark 16:15–20​

Luke 14:21–23​

John 4:35–36 

Go. 

Do not say: 

“I do not know how to preach.” 

The first time I went out to preach, I followed another believer. I memorised everything 

he said and thought I was ready. 

At the next place, I told him: 

“I will preach this time.” 

Within one minute, all my message was finished. 

But I thank God — I kept going. 

Tell people what God has done for you. 

You cannot rescue people and become a victim of destruction in these hard times. 

You shall not be destroyed with them. 
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Giving and Caring for the Needy 

Another platform is giving — beginning with tithing and caring for the needy. You 

cannot take care of the needy and end up needy yourself. 

It is impossible.  

As you engage these covenant forces, God will establish you in these hard times. 

When others are falling, you will be rising.​

When they fall, you will be raising them up. 

God does not forget your labour of love. 

He will surely reward you. 
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Closing Prayer 

 
 

Please rise to your feet. Let us receive grace to serve Him more and to serve Him 

acceptably. Lift your voice and pray: 

“Lord, I receive grace to serve You and to serve You with all my heart.​

 I receive grace to serve You as demanded in Scripture.” 

Thank You, mighty Father. In Jesus’ wonderful Name we have prayed. Amen 
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About the Speaker 

 
 
 

Bishop David Abioye is a renowned Nigerian Pentecostal preacher, teacher, author, and 

ministry leader widely respected for his impactful decades of service in the Body of 

Christ. He formerly served as the Vice President of Living Faith Church Worldwide, 

where he worked closely alongside David Oyedepo in advancing the global vision of the 

ministry. 

Consecrated as a bishop in 1993 at the age of 32, Bishop Abioye became one of the 

foremost voices within the Winners Chapel movement. He served faithfully for many 

years as the Senior Pastor of Goshen City, Abuja, where his ministry touched countless 

lives through sound teaching, leadership development, and passionate Kingdom service. 

Following his retirement from active service in Living Faith Church on October 18, 

2024, in line with the ministry’s revised operational mandate, Bishop Abioye stepped 

into a new phase of divine assignment. In May 2025, he officially inaugurated Living 

Word Conquerors Global Assembly — a ministry dedicated to global revival, spiritual 

edification, and raising believers grounded in faith and Kingdom stewardship. 
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About Living Sermons 

 
 
 

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless 

messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world. 

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the 

preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and 

revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and 

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit. 

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews 

4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and 

transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and 

readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and 

anointing. 

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as 

lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are 

designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and 

advancing the Kingdom of God. 

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form. 
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Join Our Team 

 
 

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy 

Spirit are accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers 

around the world. This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone. 

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles: 

●​ Transcribers – Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts. 

●​ Editors – Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks. 

●​ Bloggers – Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books. 

●​ Social Media Managers – Share books online and engage our community. 

●​ Language Translators 

●​ Graphics Designers 

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer 

Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the 

nations. 

 

We Are Social 

Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons 

Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons 

WhatsApp Community: 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/INItHGbfDXuGN7pkZiETV2 
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