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Foreword

Unveiling the Stronghold of Faith [Raw Faith] is not a theoretical exposition on
faith—it is a living transmission of a proven spiritual reality. Through these pages,
Bishop David Oyedepo does not merely define faith; he unveils its source, its structure,
and its sustaining force. What emerges is a compelling revelation: that the true strength
of faith is not in mental agreement with Scripture, but in access to the living voice of
God.

This message confronts one of the most critical gaps in the life of many believers—the
difference between hearing the Word and hearing from God. With apostolic clarity and
prophetic authority, the Bishop establishes that the faith that produces undeniable
results is rooted in divine encounters. It is faith born from revelation, sustained by

obedience, and proven through consistent outcomes.

As you journey through this book, you will discover that faith is not a religious effort—it
is a spiritual empowerment. You will see that access to God’s voice is not reserved for a
select few, but available to every believer who is willing to engage the required spiritual
disciplines. And most importantly, you will be stirred to pursue a deeper walk with God

where His voice becomes the foundation of your decisions and the driver of your results.
This is not just a book to read—it is a call to alignment.

May every page draw you closer to the voice of God. May every truth reposition your
faith for dominion. And may your life become a living testimony of the power of raw
faith.

— Wisdom Epsi

Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com
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Publisher’s Note

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the
inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the
preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format.

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational
setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering.
Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery.

The live sermon from which this message was transcribed can be accessed here: Bishop
David

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and
ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our
role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats.

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook
editions for the edification of the Body of Christ.

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation

present in the live service will minister to you afresh.

— Livingsermons.com
A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRfupav9wPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRfupav9wPE

Main Message

Begins Here
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Opening Worship and Thanksgiving

Shall we lift up our two hands to heaven and acknowledge Jesus?

Let’s celebrate Jesus. He is the reason we are here. He is the one blessing this
conference. He is the one speaking life into our beings. He is the one impacting our
lives. He is the Head of this church.

Let’s magnify Jesus together.

Oh, we celebrate You. Thank You, Jesus, for this glorious time in Your presence. Thank
You for what You have been doing since last Sunday. Thank You for anointed ministries
and diverse impartations. Thank You for the set man over this ministry. Thank You for
the grace and the anointing. Thank You for this great church, and thank You for Your

mighty presence here tonight.

Speak through my lips. Bless this great congregation. Bless all our viewers around the

world, and let today mark a turning point in everyone’s life.
Thank You, Jesus.

In Jesus’ precious name. Amen.



Living Sermons

Introduction

It is my privilege to be here tonight and to be part of this great conference. I love
Pastor Bill and his wife. I will do anything, anytime, to be anywhere that he wants me
to be. From the first time we met, I knew that God has something for us to do together.

I have been blessed ever since we began this journey.
Thank you, Pastor Bill, and thank you very much for being a friend.

I love this church because it is word-based. I love this church because it is faith-driven.

And I love these people because we are the same family.
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The Universality of Truth

I will be sharing with us tonight on what I have called: Unveiling the Stronghold of
Faith

The same way the sun shines everywhere and the moon appears in every nation, so also

the truth triumphs everywhere.
The Bible says:

“Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ...” —

2 Corinthians 2:14

Truth triumphs everywhere. God is no respecter of persons. God is no respecter of

nations.

“Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:
But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is

accepted with him.” — Acts 10:34-35

Truth is a universal commodity. It delivers the same value in every nation of the earth.

Truth is no respecter of races.

“For thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every

kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.” — Revelation 5:9
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So the truth has the same effect in every nation, among every tongue, and every race.

God is not a racist.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son...” — John
3:16

“For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord

over all is rich unto all that call upon him.” — Romans 10:12

No one is advantaged. No one is disadvantaged.
The Power of Truth and the Tragedy of Ignorance

Ignorance has been the greatest challenge of man.

The ignorance of the truth will make a failure anywhere, any time, any day. But the

knowledge of the truth guarantees triumph wherever you are found on the earth.
The truth will always deliver the same value.

The same truth that brings salvation and sanctification is the same truth that brings

healing, deliverance, victory, breakthrough, prosperity, honour, glory, and blessings.
Same truth.

“Worthy is the Lamb... to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and

strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” — Revelation 5:12
“I am the way, the truth, and the life...” — John 14:6
The truth grants access to the sevenfold blessings of redemption.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto

salvation to every one that believeth...” — Romans 1:16

Everything Christ offers is delivered by faith.
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Faith: The Gateway to Our Inheritance

We must examine the mystery of faith that grants access to our inheritance in Christ.

“But let him ask in faith... For let not that man think that he shall receive any
thing of the Lord.” — James 1:6—7

Nothing comes from heaven except by faith. Even salvation comes by faith. Every

provision in redemption is only deliverable by faith.
“But without faith it is impossible to please him...” — Hebrews 11:6
We have a sevenfold, all-embracing inheritance:

e Power

e Riches

e Wisdom
e Strength
e Honour
e Glory

e Blessings

Everything that makes for life and godliness is covered.
There Is No Mountain Anywhere

There is no mountain anywhere. Every man’s ignorance is his mountain.

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge...” — Hosea 4:6
“Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no

knowledge...” — Isaiah 5:13

Lack of knowledge makes a victim.
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God has done everything necessary, yet people are robbed of their inheritance for lack of

knowledge.
Tonight, God is opening a new chapter.

The truth will always triumph in any place.
What Is Faith?

Faith is the most potent force in all the universe.

“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” — Mark
9:23

Why is faith so powerful?
Because it confers divinity on humanity.

“With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are
possible.” — Mark 10:27

When you operate by faith, you operate in God’s class.

“He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also...” — John
14:12

Faith empowers us to operate in the realm of God. Faith empowers us to handle what

only God can handle.

Faith Is a Platform for Divine Power

Faith is not a mere biblical principle. Faith is our access to the power of God. The

woman with the issue of blood touched Jesus, and He said:

“Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole...” — Mark 5:34
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Her faith drew power from Christ. Faith draws on the power of God to impact our lives.
When faith is at work, power is released. Faith is a platform for empowerment and

triumph.
Faith: A Kingdom Mystery
Faith is not a religious theory—it is a mystery of the Kingdom.

“Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.” — 1 Timothy 3:9

A mystery is a Kingdom secret that gives you mastery.
The Root of Living Faith

Faith is not a religious logic—it is a spiritual weapon. “Above all, taking the shield of
faith...” — Ephesians 6:16

Faith is not a philosophy—it is an ever-winning force.

“This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” — 1 John 5:4

Why Faith Seems Powerless

If faith is so powerful, why do believers appear powerless?
Something must be wrong with what we call faith.
We often say faith comes by hearing the Word of God—and that is true.

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” —

Romans 10:17

But it is deeper than that.

Faith comes not just by hearing the Word of God, but by hearing
from God.
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The Stronghold of Faith: The Voice of God

The stronghold of faith is access to the voice of God. The heroes of faith in Hebrews 11

rose by hearing directly from God.

Abraham

“Get thee out of thy country...” — Genesis 12:1

And Abraham departed. Hearing from God infuses supernatural faith. You cannot hear
from God and doubt Him.

The Voice of God: Cure for Doubt

The voice of God is the cure for the doubts of life.
“The voice of the Lord is powerful...” — Psalm 29:4
When you hear from God, doubt dies. Moses dared a nation because he heard from God.
“Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh...” — Exodus 3:10
“See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh...” — Exodus 7:1
When Moses heard from God, he changed level. At the Red Sea:
“Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.” — Exodus 14:15
And the sea fled.
“The sea saw it, and fled...” — Psalm 114:3
The voice of God is irresistible.

It will make you dare the undarable, think the unthinkable, and move the immovable.

15



Faith of Abraham: Rooted in God’s Voice

Abraham acted on God’s instructions without hesitation:

e Circumcision covenant

e Offering Isaac
Why?

Because the voice of God was the stronghold of his faith.

16
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The Missing Link Today

The reason faith appears weak today is simple: We hear the Word, but we do not hear

from God. Tonight, every spiritual deafness shall be healed.
God still speaks today.

“For I am the Lord, I change not...” — Malachi 3:6
The Apostles’ Secret

“We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” — Acts

4:20
They heard His voice.
“This is my beloved Son...” — 2 Peter 1:17

That made them unshakable.

The Bedrock of Unshakable Faith

Access to the voice of God is the bedrock of unshakable faith. If your faith is not rooted

in God’s voice, it will be shaky.
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God Still Speaks

God speaks through various channels.

1. Direct Communication

e Abraham
e [saac
e Jacob

e Moses
Example:
“Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land...” — Genesis 26:2

Isaac’s breakthrough was rooted in that voice. Jacob became Israel by the voice of God.

The voice of God can change any man’s story. Through God’s voice:

e Moses fed millions in the wilderness
e Water flowed

e Health was preserved
“There was not one feeble person among their tribes.” — Psalm 105:37

At the root of faith is access to the voice of God. If you can hear from heaven, the earth
will hear you. If you can hear from heaven, the earth must hear you. God still speaks

directly to His people.
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2. God Speaks Through His Word

Number two, very importantly, God speaks to us through His Word.
Behind every verse of Scripture is the voice of God.

“Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall fail...
for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them.” —
Isaiah 34:16

Every verse of Scripture carries the voice of God behind it. In 1976, the Lord spoke to me

from:

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.” — Matthew 6:33

From September 12, 1976 till date, I have not had anything to ask for. God has simply

been adding everything I need to me—and He has never failed once.
Behind that Scripture was the voice of His majesty.

When that voice came, it was so strong that I entered into a vow to make it my lifestyle. I

have never had occasion to regret it.

Seek ye first the kingdom and all its demands, and all these things that others are dying
to get shall be added to you.

Very simple.
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Living by the Voice in the Word

In 1983, I was in a meeting with my field staff, and we were praying. The Lord spoke to

me from:

“They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not

ashamed.” — Psalm 34:5
He asked me, “You have two eyes—can you make one look up and the other look down?”

I tried—it didn’t work. He said, “Anytime you are looking unto man, never claim to be

looking unto Me.”

That was where I received the law of absolute dependency on God. Looking at no man
for help—including myself. God has given us a blessed ministry, but I am not the
sponsor of that ministry. So I sleep like a baby. I carry no worries. We have about 11,000
workforce drawing salaries monthly, yet I feel no burden—because I am not the one

bearing it.
The voice that came on September 9, 1983 set me free from looking to men or to myself.

Behind every Scripture is the voice of God.
Discovering What Is Written Concerning You

“In the volume of the book it is written of me...” — Hebrews 10:7

There are things written concerning you. When you locate them, and the Holy Ghost
unveils them to you, the voice of God comes alive from them—and you are set on course.

Jesus found where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me...” — Luke 4:18
And He declared: “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” — Luke 4:21

There are things written concerning you in the volume of the Book.
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The Voice of God in the Scriptures

“The voice of the LORD is upon the waters... The voice of the LORD is
powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.” — Psalm 29:3—4

What are these “waters™?

“That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the

word.” — Ephesians 5:26

That means the voice of the Lord is upon the Scriptures. The Almighty thunders through
the Word to bring us out of trouble. So, God speaks through His Word.

3. God Speaks by His Spirit
Number three, God speaks to us by His Spirit.

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all

truth... and he will shew you things to come.” — John 16:13
The Spirit of God speaks.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” —

Revelation 2:7
The Spirit still speaks today.

He receives from God and delivers it to us.
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How Do We Access the Voice of God?

God speaks all the time—24/7. But you must tune in to hear Him. Like a television

signal, it is always transmitting—but you must connect.

1. Be Spiritual

To hear the voice of God, you must be spiritual.

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God...” — 1

Corinthians 2:14
The voice of God operates on a spiritual frequency.
Only the spiritual can access it.

o

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice...”

— Revelation 1:10
If you are not in the Spirit, you cannot hear the Spirit.

Just as one dog hears another differently, and sheep understand sheep, you must be in

the Spirit to understand the Spirit.
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A Living Example of Spiritual Sensitivity

In 1996, I was taken to where our facility now stands in Lagos. Naturally, I was upset—it

was completely outside town.

It contradicted every church growth principle I had ever known.

But we prayed.

“Father, what are You saying?”

And the Lord said:

“This is the place.”

That settled it.

No doubt remained.

Today, right there, we have seen multitudes gathered—because God said so.
We must become spiritual.

The Church is becoming increasingly carnal—and faith is no longer producing results.

“To be spiritually minded is life and peace; but to be carnally minded is
death.” — Romans 8:6

We have no choice—we must be spiritual.
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2. Walk in the Spirit

“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” — Galatians 5:25

It is one thing to be spiritual.

It is another thing to walk in the Spirit.

Walking in the Spirit means being sensitive to His leading in your daily life.

A Life Directed by the Spirit

In 1981, I went to visit a friend and didn’t meet him. Naturally, I was disappointed.
But I declared:

“All things work together for good to them that love God...” — Romans 8:28
Immediately, the Lord said:
“Seek a quiet place—I want to talk to you.”

That encounter birthed the ministry we see today.

Divine Direction in Everyday Moments

God can speak at any time:

e In the bathroom
e Inthe car
e In ordinary moments
I was in the bathroom when God said, “Arise, get down to Lagos.”

I was in the car when He said, “The harvest of Africa is now overripe—rush in.’

If we live in the Spirit, we must walk in the Spirit.
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3. Maintain a Lifestyle of Praise

“Ye shall have a song... and the LORD shall cause his glorious voice to be

heard.” — Isaiah 30:29—30

A lifestyle of praise gives access to God’s voice. Without a song, you cannot access His

voice.

“Bring me a minstrel... and it came to pass... that the hand of the LORD came

upon him.” — 2 Kings 3:15
Joy unlocks divine communication.
“Rejoice in the Lord always...” — Philippians 4:4

Depression blocks access to God’s presence and voice. You cannot be oppressed until

you are first depressed. Be free from every spirit of depression.

4. Engage Prayer and Fasting as a Lifestyle

Prayer is not a rescue system—it is a lifestyle.

“But thou, when thou prayest...” — Matthew 6:6

“Moreover when ye fast...” — Matthew 6:16
Prayer and fasting must become a way of life.

Until they do, access to higher realms of faith remains limited.

Waiting on the Lord

“T will stand upon my watch... and will watch to see what he will say unto
me.” — Habakkuk 2:1

Waiting positions you to hear God.
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A Testimony of Obedience

In 1981, while waiting on the Lord, I encountered: “Thou shalt lend unto many nations,

but thou shalt not borrow...” — Deuteronomy 15:6
The Lord showed me that: “The borrower is servant to the lender.” — Proverbs 22:7
And that: “No man can serve two masters...” — Matthew 6:24

I made my choice. On October 4, 1981, God delivered me from the trap of debt. Since

then, I have never borrowed a dime from any man—living or dead.

The Power of Waiting on the Lord

When you wait on the Lord, light breaks forth.
“Then shall thy light break forth as the morning...” — Isaiah 58:8

We need that breaking forth. Most of the things working in my life today came by
waiting on the Lord—and they are still working. In 1982, I sat down and said, “God,
show me the secret of Kingdom prosperity.” I took my Bible and other materials and

waited on the Lord for three days.

On the third day, light broke forth. The Lord said, “My prosperity plan is not a

promise.”

So it does not answer to prayers. It is not a promise, and it is not subject to fasting. “My
prosperity plan is a covenant. Until your part is played, I am not

committed.”
That was direct revelation from heaven.
I asked, “What is my part?”

Then I heard:
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“While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest... shall not cease.” —

Genesis 8:22
I screamed, “I can never be poor!”

That was the day God took me out of the realm of poverty. Waiting on the Lord sharpens
your hearing. You begin to hear clearly and distinctly what God is saying. Prayer and

fasting must become a lifestyle if we must enjoy God’s plan.
Engaging the Search for Truth

As we close, if you want to hear from God, engage in the search for truth. God speaks
through His Word. If you are challenged in any area, locate Scriptures and materials

that address that area. As you engage with them, God begins to speak.

“I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions...” —

Hosea 12:10

God multiplies visions through the ministry of His servants. As you listen and study,
God opens you up to what next to do. If you know what He knows and hear what He

hears, you will get the same results.

God is no respecter of persons.

Faith: The Answer to All Human Questions

Faith has the answer to all human questions. Faith has the key to every door. Faith has

the cure for every disease. Faith has victory in every battle.
“According to your faith be it unto you.” — Matthew 9:29

And the stronghold of faith is access to the voice of God. You cannot hear Him and
doubt Him. The voice of God always generates testimonies—any day, any time,

anywhere.
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The Reality of God’s Presence

“And in his temple doth every one speak of his glory.” — Psalm 29:9
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us...” — John 1:14

I have seen God in practically every area of life. We are in strange days—the last days of
the Church. Things never heard of are happening. Between now and the next
convention, things will happen in your life that you yourself would not believe. We are in

the strangest days of the Church.
Strange Works of Faith

A man once went for a job interview. As he sat down, they said, “You are already

hired—join us on the panel.”

He went in as an applicant and became a boss instantly. These are strange days. All we

need is to tune into this frequency—walking with God.

We are serving a faithful God. God is real, and God is here. Whatever He says, He will

do. God is not a joker. He means what He says, and He says what He means.

A Prayer for Access to His Voice

Tonight, I pray that whatever is blocking your access to the voice of God be broken

forever.
As you engage with His Word, may His voice thunder from every page to you.

When God directs your steps, life becomes effortless and struggle-free.
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The Power of Divine Direction

Everything becomes effortless when God is leading. We built our second university out
of the blessings of God—without struggle. A whole campus, fully equipped, rising by

divine supply. When God speaks, you can be sure of what follows.

If it is working anywhere, it will work everywhere. Say, “Lord, show me what You have

shown that man.”

One word from God can change your story. “The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it

hath lighted upon Israel.” — Isaiah 9:8
Giving is not sponsorship—it is covenant practice.
“The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD...” — Haggai 2:8

You are too small to sponsor God. Your giving positions you for blessing.
The Spiritual Foundation of Prosperity

Giving alone does not produce prosperity—you must be spiritual. “Receive... the law

from his mouth... then shalt thou lay up gold as dust.” — Job 22:22—24

Your giving must be spiritually aligned. God is not interested in donations—He responds
to spiritual transactions. When your offering is acceptable, the returns become

undeniable.
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The Demand for Sanctification

“I commend you to God... which is able to... give you an inheritance among

all them which are sanctified.” — Acts 20:32

There is no inheritance without sanctification. You must live a life that pleases God.

The Era of Kingdom Prosperity

We are in the golden age of the Church.

“The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former...” —
Haggai 2:9

We are in the days of divine economy.

“Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked...”
— Malachi 3:18

It is time to clean up.

So that our sacrifices become acceptable before God.

Strange Plenty

We are in the days of strange plenty. God is raising individuals, companies, and
institutions. Stay committed to God. Stay committed to Kingdom demands. This is your
hour. God is beautifying His Church—and you will not be left behind.
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Call to Salvation

“My sheep hear my voice...” — John 10:27
Until you become His sheep, you cannot access His voice. It is important to be born

again. Going to church is one thing—being in Christ is another. Salvation is real.

Final Invitation

Jesus said:

“Ye must be born again.” — John 3:7
If you want to give your life to Christ, rise to your feet wherever you are.
You do not pay for it—Jesus has already paid in full.

Wherever you are, stand to your feet, and we will pray together.
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About the Speaker

Bishop David Oyedepo is a Nigerian preacher, author, and founder of Living Faith
Church Worldwide, also known as Winners’ Chapel, established in 1981. He is widely
recognised for his strong emphasis on faith, prosperity rooted in covenant
understanding, church growth, and the authority of Scripture. Under his leadership, the
ministry established Faith Tabernacle in Canaanland, Ota — one of the largest church
auditoriums in the world at its dedication — and founded Covenant University,
alongside other educational and humanitarian initiatives. Bishop Oyedepo’s teaching
ministry is marked by a consistent focus on the Word of God as the final authority, the
power of prayer, disciplined Christian living, and the believer’s victory in Christ.
Through conferences, books, and global outreaches, his ministry continues to influence

congregations across Nigeria and internationally.
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About Living Sermons

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless

messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world.

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the
preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and
revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit.

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews
4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and
transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and
readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and

anointing.

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as
lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are
designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and

advancing the Kingdom of God.

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form.
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Join OQur Team

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons

Living Sermons inspired by the Holy Spirit are accessible in written form for study,

meditation, and reference by believers around the world. This

work is growing, and we can’t do it alone.

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles:
e Transcribers — Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts.
o Editors — Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks.
e Bloggers — Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books.
e Social Media Managers — Share books online and engage our community.
e Language Translators

e Graphics Designers

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer
Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the

nations.

We Are Socual

Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons

Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons

WhatsApp Community:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/INItHGbfDXuGN7pkZiETV2
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