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Foreword 
The message you are about to read carries a clear call back to divine order—a 

recalibration of the believer’s focus from self to God, from personal ambition to 

Kingdom purpose. 

In this teaching, Dr David Ogbueli presents a foundational truth that runs through the 

entire counsel of Scripture: Christianity was never designed to revolve around man, 

but around God and His Kingdom. When this order is restored, life finds clarity, 

prayer regains structure, and worship returns to its rightful place. 

At the heart of this sermon is a strong contrast between two systems of living—the 

egocentric and the Kingdom-centric. One is shaped by the fallen nature of man, 

marked by self-preservation and self-promotion. The other is shaped by the nature of 

Christ, marked by surrender, obedience, and divine purpose. 

The reader will be guided through Scripture, practical illustrations, and spiritual 

insight into what it truly means to seek first the Kingdom of God. It is not merely a 

doctrinal statement, but a lifestyle of alignment—where God is first, His will is central, 

and man becomes a vessel for His expression in the earth. 

As you engage this message, may your understanding of prayer, worship, and 

Christian living be redefined. And may your heart be strengthened to embrace the 

higher call of becoming an extension of God’s Kingdom in your generation. 

This is not just a sermon to be read, but a truth to be lived. 

 

— Wisdom Epsi​

 Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com  
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Publisher’s Note 
This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the 

inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the 

preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading 

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format. 

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational 

setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering. 

Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance 

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery. 

Watch the live sermon from which this message was transcribed on YouTube, at the 

Pastor David Ogbueli Official Channel 

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and 

ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our 

role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and 

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats. 

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.​

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.​

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook 

editions for the edification of the Body of Christ. 

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation 

present in the live service will minister to you afresh. 

 

— Livingsermons.com​

 A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship 
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Introduction 
 

 

The worship usually, in a service like this, has about three major segments. Sometimes it 

could also include an after-service. There is pre-service, there is post-service, and I am 

not discussing those two parts here. There are things that happen before the service 

starts—preparations, prayer meetings, and all of that. Then there are follow-up activities 

after service. 

But inside the service itself, there are usually about three major sections. One section of 

the service is when we turn everybody’s eyes upward to Jesus, and the success of the 

service often depends on what happens at that point. 

So when that period comes, people are praying, they are worshipping. You notice that 

worship leaders who know how to do their job, like the angels, sing songs that turn 

everybody’s eyes on Him. 

If anything happens that makes that moment about people, that service has turned into 

entertainment. And a lot of people who go to church actually go expecting to be 

entertained. 
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1 
Kingdom-Centric Christianity Defined 

 
 

Our subject today is kingdom-centric Christianity—the type of Christianity that focuses 

on God and on His Kingdom, not on man. The opposite of kingdom-centric Christianity 

is egocentric Christianity—the one that focuses on man, focuses on us. 

So what we are doing here is helping you understand kingdom-centric worship. A 

kingdom-centric approach to Christian life and ministry focuses on the King and on His 

Kingdom first. When we focus on Christ, we call it a Christocentric approach: 

Christocentric lifestyle, Christocentric ministry, Christocentric Christianity. 

“My King is my Master. He is my Saviour. He is my Lord.” The focus is on God. The 

focus is on Jesus. One of the errors going on in today’s world—especially as I listen to 

Nigerian pastors, preachers, and Christians—is that everything is being made about 

themselves. 

Pastors get on the pulpit and engage in self-promotion. They want to tell you which 

encounters they had, how they drank tea with angels, and all of that is to package self, 

package ego, and position themselves in the hearts of the people. But that is what leads 

to the fall of Christianity. 

Because after all of that, you cannot save anybody. You cannot heal anybody. You cannot 

deliver anybody. No man has the answer—no, not even us who are pastors. If you point 
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people to Jesus and help build the bridge between people and Christ, their problems are 

dissolved. 

Matthew 6:33 — Kingdom Priority 
Maybe I should read a text first: Matthew 6:33. 

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall 

be added unto you.” 

Please note the word first. 

You are going to see this scripture from another light today. 

If you reverse it and start seeking your needs first, seeking what you want first, you have 

overthrown the order of the Kingdom in your life. 

It is called kingdom priority. 

Instead of putting God first and His Kingdom first, you have reversed the order, and 

your problems become more complicated. Your problems are not solved. 

If pastors do this—if they position themselves first and glorify themselves—they have 

overthrown Kingdom order. 

You cannot save anyone. You are a sinner like them. You are a man like them. It does 

not matter the branding you give yourself. 

Without Jesus, we are all bankrupt. We are all hopeless. 
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God Revealed Through Creation 
Every lesson in the Bible has something in nature that can be used to explain it. The 

relationship between us and God is illustrated in nature. And there are many things in 

creation that help us understand spiritual truth. 

For instance, whenever you read something in the spiritual realm, look for something in 

nature that explains it. It helps you understand the Bible better. This is found in 

Romans chapter 1, where the invisible things of God—even the Godhead—are 

understood by the things that are created. 

So everything about God has something in nature that He put there to help you 

understand. Even the Trinity—which is a complex subject—can be understood in simple 

ways. 

Look at family: father, mother, and child. Look at atoms: electrons, protons, and 

neutrons, yet one atom. Look at matter: solid, liquid, and gas. 

These different forms carry different characteristics. 

If I throw gaseous water at you, nothing happens. But if it is frozen, it can injure. If it 

falls from the sky, it can break things. 

So these forms help us understand deeper realities. 

God also created man in this same mystery. 

Man is a spirit being. 

If someone calls your name, it is not your physical body they are addressing. It is the 

person inside. 

Your body is the visible part, designed from the soil. 
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There are moments when people experience what is called an out-of-body 

experience—during accidents or medical emergencies—and they notice that the real 

“you” is distinct from the physical body. 

The physical body is your house, designed to reflect your spirit, but both have different 

capabilities. 

Your spirit can pass through walls; your body cannot. 

Your spirit can travel great distances instantly; your body cannot. 

Many times when accidents happen and people die physically, they have not yet 

transitioned into eternity immediately. Some remain around for a time. 

Testimony And Realms Beyond The Body 
There are testimonies of people who have experienced such realms and returned. In 

such encounters, they discover that spiritual existence is real and operates differently 

from physical life. The physical body is given so that people can relate with you on earth. 

Because once you step out of your body, you are in the same dimension as angels and 

spiritual beings. 

Angels are present even in this service, though invisible. Some people, when prayed for, 

will feel a hand touch them or feel something leave their body—and sickness disappears. 

Some of those things are demonic powers being removed. 

Love is a universal language. So is the power of the Holy Spirit. Sensitivity matters. 

There are people who are spiritually sensitive, and there are those who are not. When 

the Holy Spirit is moving, some people feel nothing. Others are deeply impacted. 

Sensitivity determines perception in the Spirit. Even repentance becomes quicker when 

a heart is sensitive to God. Sometimes what looks small to others is corrected 

immediately in the heart of a believer because the Spirit convicts gently but clearly. 

12 



 

There are deep mysteries around faith, patience, and covenant. Sometimes situations in 

life test whether a person will surrender their rights and trust God fully. The Scripture 

says we should have faith and patience. In the realm of eternity, time operates 

differently. What is a thousand years here may be like a single day there. 

This is why spiritual realities must be handled with understanding. The real you is not 

the body. The real you is the spirit within. The body is only a temporary expression—an 

earthly house. This understanding helps us align with Kingdom-centric Christianity, 

where everything points back to God, not man. 

When Christ is the centre, order is restored. When self becomes the centre, confusion 

increases. But when the Kingdom is first, all things align. 

As they were talking, two people came and sat down on the seats where the physical 

human beings were sitting. They came and sat on two of them. 

He said, when they saw them trying to sit not knowing they were already occupying 

those places, they got up and allowed them to sit. 

There are two operating systems in the kingdom of Christianity. One is the egocentric 

model or paradigm of Christian life. The other is kingdom-centric. 
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Egocentric Vs Kingdom-Centric Living 
 

The egocentric model is the lifestyle pattern of the fallen man. It is what sinners, people 

of the world, and the natural man who is not born again operate by. 

When the fall of man happened, it introduced a law of self-preservation in man. The first 

law of nature in the natural man is: 

self-preservation, self-interest, self-promotion—self, self, self. 

It is “me, me, me.” 

So egocentric Christianity is focused on self. It is focused on man. Kingdom-centric 

Christianity, however, focuses on God and His Kingdom. It focuses on God and His 

purposes. In egocentric Christianity, there is division—you have what you want to 

accomplish, and then you use God and people to achieve it. 

People like that will sacrifice others to achieve their goals and then still try to use God. 

That is how the heathen operate. 
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The Self-Centred Gospel And Its Danger 
That type of Christianity produces selfish people, self-centred people, and self-seeking 

people. 

If you listen to Jesus and His teachings, one thing becomes very clear: everything He 

taught was about self-cancellation, self-abasement, and self-crucifixion. 

For example, when He called disciples, He said: “If any man will follow Me, let him 

deny himself.” 

Remove yourself from the throne. But the egocentric gospel promotes self. It places man 

at the centre and even reduces God to a servant—an errand runner. 

In that order, prayer becomes nothing more than instructing God on what to do for you. 

And if that is the only kind of prayer you know, then you do not truly have a prayer life. 

The Order Of Kingdom Prayer 
Jesus taught us how to pray in Matthew 6:9–10: “After this manner therefore pray 

ye…” 

“Our Father which art in heaven…” 

This is God-centred. This is Christ-centred. Then it continues: “Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Where is self in this pattern? 

There is none. Until you have prayed kingdom-centric prayer, you have not started 

praying correctly. 
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The Heart Of Worship And Request 
Whenever you come to pray, do not begin with yourself. Imagine going to your father’s 

room in the morning and saying: “I need money. I need shopping money.” 

No greeting. No honour. No order. That kind of approach produces disorder. And 

beyond just lack of blessing, it produces deeper consequences—misalignment in life, 

broken relationships, and a spirit that struggles with authority. 

A child who learns disrespect at home will carry it into school, work, marriage, and 

society. 

In a service setting, some people come only expecting what they will receive. But that is 

not why we gather. You do not come to church as a spectator waiting for solutions to 

your problems. You come first to worship God. 

One major mistake is approaching God as though He exists only to solve personal 

problems. But Kingdom order is clear: worship first. 

The Leper And The Protocol Of Heaven 
Consider the leper in Matthew 8. 

He came to Jesus and the first thing he did was not to make a request—he worshipped. 

“And behold, there came a leper and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou 

canst make me clean.” 

Worship came first. Request came after. And Jesus responded: 

“I will; be thou clean.” 

It is easy to receive from God when you understand protocol. 
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Kingdom first. God first. Self last. 

Write this down: 

God first. Others second. Me last. 

This is the order that guarantees answers in prayer and alignment in life. 

The modern world has become deeply humanistic—everything revolves around self. 

Even relationships are now built on self-interest. Covenants are broken because 

personal feelings override commitment. 

This same spirit enters the church when people come saying, “What is in it for me?” 

But the first reason for coming to church is not you. It is Him. 

Then after Him, you look around you. 

Because while you are complaining about what you lack, someone else has no legs. 

While you are frustrated about delay, someone cannot afford a meal. 

The Kingdom Life: Living As An Extension Of God 
The Kingdom-centric model of life is this: after Him, I become His extension. I become 

God’s extended hand to touch someone else. God’s dream is that the earth will be filled 

with the knowledge of His glory as the waters cover the sea. 

But God accomplishes this through people. Salvation is not just about “Jesus saved me.” 

It is deeper than that. 

He saved you so you can become a saviour to others. He healed you so you can become a 

healer. He delivered you so you can become a deliverer. 
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He blessed you so you can become a channel of blessing. He lifted you so you can lift 

others. When everything becomes about you, you block a river that was meant to flow 

through you.  

At that point, life becomes stagnant. 

God does not sponsor selfish lives. He does not sponsor egocentric lifestyles. Even in 

ministry, this spirit has crept in. 

“My ministry… my vision…” 

Anytime you hear that kind of language where God is only a means to an end, something 

is already misaligned. 

Kingdom produces servants, contributors, agents of change. Self-centred living 

produces consumers, scavengers, and takers. 

The Systems Of The World Vs Kingdom Order 
Jesus said: 

“Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink…” (Matthew 

6:25–32) 

For after these things do the Gentiles seek. God knows you have need of these things. 

But He says stop seeking them first. Because when self becomes the focus, a person 

gradually descends into corruption, deceit, and spiritual confusion. 

That is the path Lucifer took: 

“I will exalt my throne…” 

And he fell. 
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Any time we shift from Christ-centred living to self-centred living, we fall into the same 

pattern. The unbelievers are consumed with material pursuit. But the Kingdom calls us 

into a higher order: 

Not self-fulfilment, but divine assignment. Not personal ambition, but Kingdom 

purpose. We lay down our will and surrender our lives as sons, servants, and partners 

with God. And then we become His means for accomplishing His will in the earth. 

The vision is not yours. The mission is not yours. The Kingdom is not about your plans. 

You lay them down. And you come into alignment with His will. 

When that happens, life finds order again. Because the Kingdom of God is not 

self-centred—it is God-centred from beginning to end. 
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About the Speaker 
 

 
 

Pastor David Ogbueli is a respected Christian leader, teacher, and visionary whose 

ministry has impacted countless lives through sound biblical teaching, leadership 

development, discipleship, and humanitarian service. 

He serves as the President of Dominion City Church Global, a dynamic ministry 

committed to raising Kingdom-minded believers who influence society through godly 

character, spiritual maturity, and transformational leadership. Through his teaching 

ministry, Pastor Ogbueli has consistently emphasised practical Christianity, Kingdom 

values, discipleship, family life, leadership excellence, and national transformation. 

Beyond the pulpit, he is also the President of the Golden Heart Foundation, a 

humanitarian organisation dedicated to improving lives through charitable 

interventions, community development initiatives, education, healthcare support, and 

compassionate outreach to vulnerable populations. 

Connect With Dr. David Ogbueli: 

●​ Official Website 

●​ YouTube Official Channel 

●​ Official Instagram Account 
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About Living Sermons 
 

 
 

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming 

timeless messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across 

the world. 

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the 

preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and 

revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and 

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit. 

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful 

(Hebrews 4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, 

and transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity 

and readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice 

and anointing. 

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as 

lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are 

designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and 

advancing the Kingdom of God. 

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form. 
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Join Our Team 
 

 

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy 

Spirit are accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers 

around the world. This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone. 

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles: 

●​ Prayer Intercessor 

●​ Transcribers – Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts. 

●​ Editors – Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks. 

●​ Bloggers – Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books. 

●​ Social Media Managers – Share books online and engage our community. 

●​ Language Translators 

●​ Graphics Designers 

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer 

Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the 

nations. 

 

We Are Social 
Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons 

Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons 
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