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Foreword 
There are messages that comfort, and there are messages that confront. This book 

belongs firmly in the latter category. 

It is a solemn call to spiritual alertness in a world where elevation is often mistaken for 

exemption, and where success is too easily confused with security. Through clear 

biblical exposition and uncompromising clarity, the preacher draws attention to the 

silent dangers that accompany progress—especially when the heart begins to drift 

from the foundations that once sustained it. 

At its core, this volume is a warning against silent collapse. It exposes the subtle ways 

destinies are undermined: the loss of humility, the neglect of spiritual discipline, the 

abandonment of counsel, and the gradual replacement of dependence on God with 

confidence in self. These are not sudden failures, but slow shifts—often unnoticed until 

damage is already done. 

Yet beyond warning, this message also offers preservation. It points the reader back to 

mercy and grace—the two pillars that sustain every believer, not only at the beginning 

of the journey, but especially at the height of it. Where human strength fails, mercy 

speaks. Where resolve weakens, grace upholds. 

This is therefore not merely a sermon preserved in print. It is a mirror. It is a guide. It 

is a safeguard for those who desire not only to rise, but to remain standing in 

righteousness, humility, and faithfulness to God. 

May every reader approach these pages with a teachable heart. And may the truths 

herein produce not only conviction, but lasting transformation. 

 

— Wisdom Epsi​

 Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com  
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Publisher’s Note 
This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the 

inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the 

preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading 

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format. 

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational 

setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering. 

Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance 

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery. 

Watch the live sermon from which this message was transcribed on YouTube: Dr Paul 

Enenche Official YouTube Channel 

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and 

ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our 

role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and 

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats. 

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.​

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.​

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook 

editions for the edification of the Body of Christ. 

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation 

present in the live service will minister to you afresh. 

 

— Livingsermons.com​

 A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship 
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Introduction 
 

 

Give the Lord a big clap and a loud shout of praise! 

Blessed be Your Name. I decree that your light that is shining, no devil shall dim it or 

quench it, in Jesus’ precious Name. Amen. The lepers at the gate of Samaria said: 

“This day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace.”​

— 2 Kings 7:9 (KJV) 

Somebody was telling us the other day—a pastor who came all the way from 

Ireland—that there were people living right here in town who were not even aware of 

what God was doing among us. He was introducing the glory and the mighty acts of God 

to someone who lived in this very city. We do not do well when we keep silent. 

Let the people know about the presence of God that is tangible and feelable. Let them 

know about the Word of God that is strong and solid. Let them know about the power of 

God that is pure and unadulterated. 

Not for the sake of boasting, but so that the earth may be filled with the knowledge of 

the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. Let the people know so that multitudes 

of souls can be drawn into the Kingdom and journey with us to Heaven. 

As you do your part and I do mine, I believe God will help us reach the lost. We shall 

experience God like never before. 

Publish and publicise the news. 
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Pitfalls of High Destiny 
 

 

We began this study by establishing that God's plan for His people is the high place. Our 

objective is to unravel the factors that make people crash from the high places of life, 

especially God's people. In Matthew 5:13, Jesus said: 

“Ye are the salt of the earth.” 

Then in Matthew 5:14: 

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” 

The high place is our place. However, there are pitfalls to watch for at the high place. 

Generally, things are more stable on the ground, but greater caution is required at 

heights. 

If a man falls while standing on the ground, there may be injury. But if he falls from the 

first floor, the damage is greater. From the second floor, even more serious. From the 

third floor, the consequences can be devastating. 

The higher the elevation, the greater the need for carefulness. 

As God takes us to higher levels—which is His intention for us—we must understand 

that greater heights demand greater vigilance. 
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The Story of King Uzziah 
One of the saddest stories in Scripture is the story of King Uzziah. The account is found 

in 2 Chronicles 26. Uzziah was only sixteen years old when he became king. God 

favoured him tremendously. 

Immediately after ascending the throne, he began making impact. He built cities and 

restored territories. He brought development and infrastructure. The Bible says: 

“And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD...”​

— 2 Chronicles 26:4 (KJV) 

Furthermore: 

“...and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him to prosper.”​

— 2 Chronicles 26:5 (KJV) 

It is one thing to begin well. It is another thing to continue well. But the most important 

thing is to end well. Without doubt, Uzziah began well. He sought God, and God 

prospered him. 

He defeated enemies. 

He broke down hostile walls. 

God helped him against the Philistines. 

The Ammonites brought him gifts. 

His fame spread abroad. 

His influence increased. 

His impact became undeniable. 

He built towers. 
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He dug wells. He expanded agriculture. He raised a powerful military force. He 

equipped his army with shields, spears, helmets, bows, and slings. Then we arrive at the 

peak of his achievements. The Bible says: 

“And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning men...”​

— 2 Chronicles 26:15 (KJV) 

This was extraordinary. These were inventions designed to shoot arrows and great 

stones from fortified positions. Military innovation. Technological advancement. 

Strategic brilliance. His fame spread far and wide. The Scripture says: 

“For he was marvellously helped, till he was strong.”​

— 2 Chronicles 26:15 (KJV) 

Who helped him? 

God helped him. He was marvellously helped until he became strong. Then came the 

tragedy. 

When Strength Became Destruction 
The next verse is heartbreaking: 

“But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction...”​

— 2 Chronicles 26:16 (KJV) 

When everything began working in his favour, his heart became lifted up. The strength 

that should have humbled him became the reason for his downfall. His heart was lifted 

up to his destruction. 

He transgressed against God and entered the temple to burn incense. But he was not a 

priest.  The priests confronted him and warned him that he had crossed his boundary. 

Instead of repenting, he became angry. 
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While he was angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead. The same God 

who had been helping him became his resistance. When the God who was your Helper 

becomes your Resister, disaster has arrived. The Bible records that Uzziah remained a 

leper until the day of his death. 

He lived isolated. 

He was cut off. 

A king of honour ended in shame. 

A man who began in glory ended in leprosy. 

You will not end like Uzziah. 

Anyone God intends to help must learn from Uzziah. 

Pitfall Number One: The Arrival Mentality 
When Uzziah became strong, he assumed he had arrived. That is a dangerous mentality. 

Please understand that wherever you are today, there is still more ahead. The Bible says: 

“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more 

unto the perfect day.”​

— Proverbs 4:18 (KJV) 

Until you see Jesus face to face, your journey continues. Never arrive. Never reach a 

point where you convince yourself that you have succeeded and there is nothing more to 

learn, nothing more to improve, and nowhere higher to go in God. 

The arrival mentality is a pitfall of high destiny. 

12 



 

Pitfall Number Two: Reliance on Personal 

Strength 
Uzziah became strong. Then he began relying on his own strength. He trusted in his 

abilities. He trusted in his resources. He trusted in his gifts. Many people begin with 

God but eventually place confidence in what they can achieve outside God. 

That is dangerous. The moment personal strength replaces dependence on God, 

downfall is already approaching. 

Pitfall Number Three: Forgetting the Source of 

Help 
The Bible says Uzziah was marvellously helped. 

God helped him. 

God promoted him. 

God established him.  

Yet he forgot the source of his help. Many people arrive at a point where they forget 

where their help came from. The psalmist declared: 

“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh from the LORD...”​

— Psalm 121:1–2 (KJV) 

Never forget the source of your help. Your help did not come from yourself. Your help 

came from the Lord. 
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Pitfall Number Four: The Spirit of Pride and 

Arrogance 
One of the greatest pitfalls on the journey of destiny is pride. The Bible says: 

“But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up...” 

Money reveals character. Power reveals character. Position reveals character. Many 

people appear humble until influence arrives. Many appear spiritual until authority is 

placed in their hands. Some people seem devoted to God until they receive prominence. 

Then their true nature becomes visible. A little anointing comes, and suddenly they 

become inaccessible. A little influence comes, and humility disappears. Lucifer became 

Satan because pride entered his heart. God made him great among the angels, but 

greatness entered his head. The position did not destroy him. 

The pride did. 

That money, influence, fame, connection, and impact that God will bring your way—may 

it never enter your heart. I am trusting God to bring us to a place where Heaven can 

trust us. A place where God can say: 

“I can lift this person and not lose him.” 

Lucifer was lost. He is not recoverable. No blood sacrifice can redeem him. There are 

people God refuses to entrust with certain positions because He would rather they make 

Heaven than receive an earthly promotion that destroys their soul. There are levels of 

influence that have turned men into beasts. There are dimensions of wealth that have 

destroyed destinies. May God never give us anything that will separate us from Him. 
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The Example of Queen Vashti 
Another example of pride is found in the life of Queen Vashti. In Esther chapter 1, King 

Ahasuerus held a great feast. Vashti also held a feast for the women. Then the king 

requested that Vashti appear before him. The Bible says: 

“But the queen Vashti refused to come...”​

— Esther 1:12 (KJV) 

Pride had entered her heart. She refused the king's instruction. That single act cost her 

the throne. Pride can remove a person from a position that favour placed them in. 

What favour gives, pride can destroy. 

Pitfall Number Five: Stepping Outside Your 

Calling 
Whatever God has called you to do is a high calling. 

Whether your assignment is in full-time ministry, business, politics, diplomacy, or any 

other sphere, it is a high calling when it originates from God. 

I have seen successful businessmen—wealthy men with established businesses—destroy 

their lives by branching into politics without divine direction. 

They already had money. 

They already had influence. 

But they stepped into politics because they felt that politics was where they ought to be. 
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Eventually, they became entangled in corruption, controversy, and compromise. At the 

end of the day, the wealth they had built over many years began to disappear. Worse 

still, people concluded that everything they had ever possessed came from corruption. 

Nobody remembered that they had legitimate success before entering politics. 

Now, it is possible for God to call a person into business and later lead them into 

politics. That can happen. 

But it is not compulsory. 

Whatever God has called you to do, remain there unless He clearly directs otherwise. 

One of the greatest pitfalls of high destiny is stepping outside your divine assignment. 

For me, being asked to contest for an election would be a demotion. 

The prophet who understands his calling occupies a unique position in the purposes of 

God. 

When Jacob was brought before Pharaoh, the Bible says: 

“And Jacob blessed Pharaoh.”​

— Genesis 47:7 (KJV) 

Jacob understood who he was. 

Pharaoh possessed wealth, territories, influence, and power. Yet Jacob carried 

something higher—a covenant mantle inherited from Abraham and Isaac. 

The Scripture tells us: 

“And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.”​

— Hebrews 7:7 (KJV) 

Jacob knew who he was. 

Many people miss their destinies because they do not know who they are. 
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They move up and down pursuing things that God never assigned to them. 

Whatever sphere God has planted you in—business, ministry, politics, diplomacy, or any 

other field—understand your assignment. 

God may place multiple mantles upon a person. David functioned as a king, a prophet, 

and a priestly figure. 

Such combinations are possible. 

However, you must understand exactly what God has given you. 

Never do something simply because others are doing it. 

Never do something merely because someone prophesied it. 

Do it because God has called you to do it. 

Pitfall Number Six: Disregard and Disrespect for 

the Oil of Priesthood 
This was one of Uzziah's greatest failures. The same Uzziah who sought God under the 

ministry of Zechariah eventually reached a point where he disregarded eighty priests 

who came to correct him. 

At the beginning of his journey, he honoured spiritual authority. 

At the height of his success, he rejected it. 

That is dangerous. 

Many people begin their lives with deep respect for spiritual leadership. 

When they had nothing, a pastor's phone call was treated with urgency and honour. 
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If the pastor called, they responded immediately. 

“Sir, when can I see you?” 

“Is there anything you need?” 

“How may I serve?” 

But after prosperity arrives, the attitude changes. 

The same pastor calls, and they look at the phone casually. 

“Yes, I'm aware you're calling.” 

“Yes, I'm hearing you.” 

The honour is gone. 

The humility is gone. 

The gratitude is gone. 

This same pastor fasted and prayed with them when nobody knew their name. 

Now they have become too busy. 

Too important. 

Too influential. 

Too successful. 

May you never reach that point. 

The day a tree outgrows its root, collapse becomes inevitable. 

The day a building becomes larger than its foundation, collapse becomes certain. 

That was what happened to King Uzziah. 
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The priests meant nothing to him. 

That became the beginning of his end. 

No matter how high God takes you, never devalue your priest, your prophet, or the grace 

God used to shape your life. 

Never forget where you came from. 

To forget where you are coming from is to forgo where you are going. 

Remember that. 

To forget where you are coming from is to forgo where you are going. 

There are people who impacted my life over forty years ago who remain under my care 

and support to this day, by the grace of God. 

Some are now advanced in age. 

Many things continue to be done for them without my direct involvement because 

standing instructions have already been given. 

Why? 

Because gratitude is a covenant. 

How can a person become too big for the hands that helped him? 

How can a person become too important for those God used in shaping his destiny? 

May that never be your portion. 
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Pitfall Number Seven: Lack of Value for Godly 

Counsel 
A dangerous point in life is when a person can no longer be advised. 

Uzziah reached that point. 

He could not be counselled. 

He could not be corrected. 

He became too big for advice. 

The priests told him: 

“This is not your assignment.” 

“This is not your responsibility.” 

“Leave this place.” 

But he refused. 

His attitude was: 

“Who are you to tell me what to do?” 

“Who is the king in this land?” 

That attitude cost him his destiny. 

No matter how high God lifts you, always remain teachable. 

Remain correctable. 

Remain accountable. 
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The moment counsel loses value in your eyes, danger is already near. 

Let us review the pitfalls we have seen so far: 

1.​ The arrival mentality. 

2.​ Reliance on personal strength and resources. 

3.​ Forgetting the source of help. 

4.​ The spirit of pride and arrogance. 

5.​ Stepping outside one's divine calling. 

6.​ Disregard and disrespect for the oil of priesthood. 

7.​ Lack of value for godly counsel. 

Pitfall Number Eight: Forgetting the Covenant of 

Your God 
Another major pitfall is forgetting the covenant of your God. 

Uzziah forgot the God of his fathers. 

He forgot the covenant that brought him into greatness. 

The same thing happened to Solomon. 

God told Solomon: 

“And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my 

commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.”​

— 1 Kings 3:14 (KJV) 

But Solomon did not continue in the footsteps of David. 

He abandoned the covenant path. 

The same pattern appeared in the life of Samson. 
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His covenant was clear. No strong drink. No razor upon his head. But Samson violated 

the covenant and eventually lost his strength. Many people forget the disciplines that 

brought them into their destiny.  

What fasting life brought you this far? 

What prayer life brought you this far? 

What commitment to God's Word brought you this far? 

What level of devotion brought you this far? 

Your way into destiny is your way forward in destiny. How you entered is how you 

remain. How you entered is how you continue. Never abandon the covenant practices 

that brought you into God's purpose. 

Pitfall Number Nine: Turning to the Worship of 

Other Gods 
This is one of the most dangerous pitfalls in destiny. It was the tragedy of Solomon. The 

Bible says: 

“For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his 

heart after other gods...”​

— 1 Kings 11:4 (KJV) 

The same Solomon whom God blessed. The same Solomon to whom God appeared 

twice. The same Solomon who built the temple of God. His heart was turned away. 

The Scripture says that Solomon followed Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians, and 

Milcom, the abomination of the Ammonites. Then Solomon began building high places 

for these false gods. 

Think about it. 
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He built one temple for God. Yet he built shrines for all his strange wives. The Bible 

says: 

“And likewise did he for all his strange wives...”​

— 1 Kings 11:8 (KJV) 

One temple for God. Hundreds of shrines for idols. It is almost unbelievable. God had 

appeared to him twice. Yet he turned away. The Lord became angry because Solomon 

abandoned the God who had revealed Himself to him. This should cause every believer 

to examine the influences around their life. 

Who are your closest friends? 

What direction are they leading you? 

What counsel are they giving you? 

What influence are they exerting over your heart? 

Many people are being slowly pulled away from God by wrong associations. Others are 

being influenced by relationships that lead them away from their spiritual convictions. 

Some people try to combine the worship of God with other spiritual practices.  

They want God and idols at the same time. 

They want church and divination. 

They want prayer and occult protection. 

They want Christ and compromise. 

But it does not work. 

If God is God, serve Him completely. 

If Baal is god, serve him completely. 

Do not attempt to mix both. 
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Do not trample upon a naked wire. Spiritual compromise is dangerous. 

Many people are suffering consequences they do not understand because they have 

mixed divine truth with demonic alternatives. 

Some have been told: 

“You are influential now.” 

“You need additional protection.” 

“You need special spiritual covering.” 

And before long, they are being introduced to practices that have nothing to do with 

God. 

Never forget this: 

The God who protected you before your promotion is the same God who can protect you 

after your promotion. 

You do not need another source. 

You do not need another altar. 

You do not need another god. 

You only need deeper trust in the God who brought you this far. Some people have not 

gone very far in life, yet they are already confused about whether to serve God 

wholeheartedly or combine Him with something else. It is never worth it. 

Never. 

I pray for you today that the grace to serve God wholeheartedly, faithfully, and without 

compromise is released upon your life. 

In Jesus' Name. Amen. 
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How to Survive at the Top 

Reliance on the Mercy of God 

Even what your willpower cannot do, the mercy of God will do for you. Even what your 

energy, your highest effort, and your strongest determination cannot accomplish, the 

mercy of God can accomplish. 

Romans 9:15–16 (KJV) says: 

“For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 

will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of 

him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.” 

One translation says: 

“It is not a question of human will or effort, but of God's mercy.” 

So, we rely on mercy: 

“Lord, not my willpower. Not because I am strong-willed. Not because I have enough 

ability within me. I depend entirely on Your mercy.” 

Reliance on Grace 

Grace is what makes us stand. 

Romans 5:2 (KJV) says: 

“By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand...” 

We stand by grace. 

1 Peter 5:12 (KJV) says: 

“...testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.” 
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Grace keeps us from collapsing. Grace keeps us from crumbling. Grace enables us to 

stand against the very things that would have destroyed us. 

Grace empowers us to say no when necessary. Grace enables us to stand firm in the face 

of temptation and pressure. 

It is a new day in the Name of Jesus. 

Grace to stand is released. 

Mercy to stand is released. 

If you believe that God will give you grace and mercy to stand, shout a loud Amen! 

A Review of the Pitfalls of Success 

How many of us desire the high place? We desire the top place. We desire the high 

place. Your God and my God will take us there. 

What then are the dangers we must beware of? 

1.​ Dependence on personal strength and resources. 

2.​ Forgetting the source of help, which is God. 

3.​ The spirit of pride and arrogance. 

4.​ Elevating oneself into a different calling. 

5.​ Disregard and disrespect for the oil of priesthood. 

6.​ Lack of value for godly counsel. 

7.​ Forgetting the covenant of your God and the God of your fathers. 

8.​ Turning to the worship and service of other gods. 

9.​ Surrendering to the control of the flesh. 

10.​Possessing no functional altar of relationship with God. 

11.​Failure to learn from history. 
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The Path to Preservation 

To avoid these pitfalls: 

●​ Maintain continuous reliance on the mercy of God. 

●​ Maintain continual dependence on the grace of God. 

Lift your voice and ask for grace and mercy. 

Say: 

“Father, thank You for Your Word to me today. I am grateful to You, Lord, for Your 

Word.” 

Then pray: 

“Father, help me to rely on Your grace. Help me to rely on Your mercy. In the Name of 

Jesus.” 

Open your mouth and pray. 

Prayer for Grace and Mercy 

Father, I ask for Your mercy and Your grace to do the right thing with my life. 

I receive Your mercy. 

I receive Your grace. 

O Lord, in the Name of Jesus, help me to walk rightly before You. 

Salvation Call 

Perhaps one of these points has touched your heart. 

Perhaps you desire forgiveness for your sins. 

Perhaps you want Jesus to become the Lord of your life. 
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Pray this prayer sincerely: 

“Lord Jesus, I am a sinner and I need Your help. 

Come into my life. 

Make me a new person. 

Today I have decided to follow You. 

No turning back. 

From today, forward ever and backward never. 

I receive the grace to live for You. 

Thank You, Lord. 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 

Prayer for Deliverance and Freedom 

If there is any addiction that needs to be broken—whether smoking, drinking, gambling, 

sexual immorality, masturbation, or any other bondage—come to Jesus for freedom. 

The grace of God is available. 

Pray: 

“Lord Jesus, I come before You today. 

I surrender my life completely to You. 

Forgive me of my sins. 

Today I have decided to follow You. 

No turning back. 
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From today, forward ever and backward never. 

Thank You, Lord. 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 

Final Prayer 

I pray for you today. 

I declare every hold of the enemy broken. 

I release upon you the grace to live for God wholeheartedly. 

May the mercy of God preserve you. 

May the grace of God establish you. 

May you rise to the top and remain there. 

In Jesus’ precious Name, Amen. 
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About Living Sermons 
 

 
 

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless 

messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world. 

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the 

preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and 

revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and 

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit. 

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews 

4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and 

transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and 

readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and 

anointing. 

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as 

lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are 

designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and 

advancing the Kingdom of God. 

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form. 
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At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy 

Spirit are accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers 

around the world. This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone. 

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles: 

●​ Prayer Intercessor 

●​ Transcribers – Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts. 

●​ Editors – Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks. 

●​ Bloggers – Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books. 

●​ Social Media Managers – Share books online and engage our community. 

●​ Language Translators 

●​ Graphics Designers 

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer 

Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the 

nations. 

 

We Are Social 
Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons 

Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons 
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