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Foreword 

At LivingSermons.com, we consider messages such as this not merely teachings, but 

spiritual diagnostics—carefully exposing the inner workings of the human heart and 

pointing us back to God’s original intent for man. 

In The Challenge of Character, Dr Paul Enenche addresses one of the most critical 

foundations of Christian living: the formation and preservation of godly character. 

This is not a peripheral subject; it is central to destiny, spiritual authority, and daily 

walk with God. 

What makes this message particularly compelling is its direct confrontation with the 

subtle roots of moral decline. Rather than treating character as surface behaviour, the 

message traces it back to its origins—fellowship, obedience, desire, spiritual alignment, 

and man’s relationship with God. In doing so, it becomes more than instruction; it 

becomes a mirror. 

As you read through this book, you will notice that the tone is not theoretical. It is 

pastoral, urgent, and deeply reflective of the realities of our present world. It speaks to 

a generation constantly negotiating pressure, distraction, and moral compromise, yet 

still called to reflect the image of God. 

This edition has been carefully prepared to preserve the original flow and emphasis of 

the preacher while presenting it in a clean, readable, ebook format suitable for 

personal study, ministry use, and discipleship. 

May this message strengthen your conviction, refine your walk with God, and realign 

your character with the standards of Scripture. 

 

— Wisdom Epsi​

 Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com  
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Publisher’s Note 

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the 

inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the 

preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading 

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format. 

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational 

setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering. 

Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance 

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery. 

Watch the live sermon from which this message was transcribed on YouTube: Dr Paul 

Enenche Official YouTube Channel 

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and 

ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our 

role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and 

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats. 

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.​

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.​

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook 

editions for the edification of the Body of Christ. 

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation 

present in the live service will minister to you afresh. 

 

— Livingsermons.com​

 A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship 
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Introduction 
 

 

 

We give You the honour, we give You the adoration. Breathe upon this service tonight. 

Let not one person leave here the same way they have come. Be glorified, be honoured, 

in Jesus’ precious name. 

Give the Lord a big clap of hand and be seated in the presence of the Lord. 

I welcome everyone here tonight into this auspicious presence of the Lord, as the glory is 

light has come and the glory is risen through positive character this evening. 

We are commencing the journey on character this month with a subject: The 

Challenge of Character. 
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The Challenge Of Character 

Our objective tonight is to understand the root of character challenge. What is the root 

of character challenge? 

Genesis chapter 3, verses 1–6: 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had 

made. And he said unto the woman, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 

the garden?” 

And the woman said unto the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 

garden: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 

shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” 

And the serpent said unto the woman, “Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that 

in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 

knowing good and evil.” 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 

eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, 

and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 

sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons. 

The Lord bless His Word, in the name of Jesus. 
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A World Plagued With Character Challenges 

We live in a world today that is plagued with a myriad of character challenges—starting 

from the plague of lovelessness and wickedness. 

A world filled with lack of love for people. Plagued with wickedness. 

The other day I was ministering in the Inland River service, and I prayed for a young 

man. I stood with him, with my hands on him, and I said, “Someone here that God is 

setting free from cultism…” and suddenly he responded—he was the one. 

Unbelievable things. He had run from his village years ago because of terrible events. 

We live in such a world: plagued with lovelessness, wickedness, dishonesty, falsehood, 

insincerity. 

I was talking with someone today about a person who is completely given to 

lies—everything a lie. And I said, there is something true about that person: that nothing 

is true. 

We see people relocating abroad on the basis of lies. Marriages arranged on falsehood. 

Financial indignity. Fraudulent living. 

A plague of moral decadence. 
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The Root Of Character Challenge 

What is the root of character challenge? 

There are two things to establish: 

1. The Fall Of Man In Eden 

The root of character challenge is traceable to the fall of man in the Garden of Eden. 

Character problems manifesting as iniquity are rooted in Eden’s calamity. 

2. Once The Root Is Addressed, Character Can Be Adjusted 

Once the root is understood and addressed, character can be adjusted. It is like a 

medical diagnosis—once the cause is known, treatment becomes easy. 

 

Roots Of Character Challenge 

We will consider what we see from the fall of man. 

1. Company And Communion With The Enemy 

Company, communion, communication with the enemy. Eve began a conversation with 

the serpent in Genesis 3:1. 

First Corinthians 15:33 says, “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 

manners.” 

No matter how good your character is, wrong company destroys it. 
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2. Lack Of Understanding Of Divine Instruction 

The lack of understanding of God’s Word. God gave Adam instruction in Genesis 2:17, 

but misunderstanding crept in. The Word of God keeps a man in character. The absence 

of the Word produces corruption of character. 

When the Word is abundant, character is adjusted. When the Word is absent, character 

is lost. 

3. Following The Desires, Passion, And Leadership Of The Flesh 

When a man follows the cravings of the senses, he steps out of character. “And when the 

woman saw that the tree was good for food…” (Genesis 3:6) 

The decision to gratify the cravings of the senses leads to loss of character. Uncontrolled 

passion leads to moral collapse. 

4. Crave For Self-Assertion 

The craving for self-assertion—becoming a law to oneself. When personal will clashes 

with God’s will, character collapses. One of the most dangerous positions is: “Nobody 

can tell me what to do with my life.” 

That mindset destroys destiny. 

5. Decision For Independence From God 

When man decides to live as though God does not exist. Genesis 3:5 reveals the 

temptation: “You shall be as God.” 

This generation increasingly desires independence from God. But consciousness of God 

produces caution and right action. 
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6. Loss Of The Nature Of God Through Disobedience 

When man fell, he lost the divine nature. Romans 6:23 — “The wages of sin is death.” 

Spiritual death is the separation of man from God. 

7. Gain Of The Nature Of The Devil Through Rebellion 

Jesus said, “Ye are of your father the devil.” (John 8:44) 

When man loses God’s nature, another nature takes over. This explains extreme 

wickedness in humanity. 

8. Loss Of The Presence Of God 

God drove man out of Eden (Genesis 3:24). 

Distance from God produces disaster in character. The farther man is from God, the 

worse his behaviour becomes. Peter followed afar off and began to deny Jesus. Distance 

from God produces denial in lifestyle. 

9. Loss Of The Voice Of God 

Man lost continuous fellowship with the voice of God. Genesis 3:8 shows they heard the 

voice of God walking in the garden. The voice of God carries the life of God. When the 

voice is lost, character collapses. 

No matter how broken a man is, exposure to the Word of God restores character. The 

Word of God repairs what sin has damaged. 

There is a restraining for us. There is a restraint, a restraint on your character. It is like a 

lion that is no longer in the wild, but in a zoo setting—still a lion, but the lionic nature is 

under control. 

That is how the flesh is. Until we leave this world, the flesh remains the flesh. And if it is 

allowed to express itself, you will be shocked. 
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The Danger Of Spiritual Drift 

That is why when people stop coming to church, other things follow. 

When they stop studying the Bible, when they stop reading the Word, when they become 

too busy for God, when they become too busy for church, when they begin to find fault 

with church, find fault with brethren, and find fault with everybody—then they begin to 

stay away. Other things will follow:​

Bitterness will erupt. Hatred against those who go to church will rise. “They are all 

hypocrites,” they begin to say. 

Then lawlessness sets in:​

“I can do anything I want. I am not under anybody’s control. Nobody can tell me what to 

do.” 

That is why D. L. Moody said, The Bible will keep you from iniquity, and iniquity will 

also keep you from the Bible. Whatever you do, never be out of touch with truth. This is 

root number nine of character challenge. 

 

Existence In A Fallen World 

Number ten is existence in a world of corruption and depravity. We live in a world that 

is wired for corruption and depravity. 

Romans 8:20–21 says the creation was made subject to vanity—not willingly, but 

because of Him who subjected it in hope that the creation itself shall be delivered from 

the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

From the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 
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God made man in His image. He made the earth as a reflection of Heaven. But when 

man fell, everything under his jurisdiction fell with him. Everything lost order. 

Everything became out of course. The earth is out of course. 

 

The Reality Of Depravity In Creation 

Wickedness and lawlessness are evident everywhere. Even in creation, we see brutality:​

The lion hunting prey. The eagle striking its target. Animals feeding on one another. 

But this was not the original order. In the beginning, when creation was under divine 

harmony, love pervaded everywhere. That is why Scripture says that in restoration, the 

lion shall eat straw like the ox, and the wolf shall dwell with the lamb. 

 

The Restoration Of Creation 

Isaiah 11 describes a restored order: 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb.​

The leopard shall lie down with the goat.​

The calf and the young lion shall feed together.​

A little child shall lead them. 

The lion shall not destroy; it shall eat straw like the ox. 

This is the regeneration of creation. 
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But now, we live in a world where depravity is evident. Kidnapping. Violence. Extortion. 

Bloodshed. Wickedness without restraint. A man is kidnapped and ransom is 

demanded. And even after payment, there is no guarantee of release. This is the 

bondage of corruption. 

Even nature itself shows the effects of corruption: Mosquitoes causing disease. Invisible 

bacteria taking lives. Creation is no longer in original harmony. This is why Romans 

8:19 says the earnest expectation of creation waits for the manifestation of the sons of 

God. 
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Dealing With Character Challenge 

How do we deal with the root of character challenge? 

We do the opposite of the root causes. Now let it be summarised in five points: 

1. Receive The Life Of God Through New Birth 

If you are not yet born again, receive the life of God. 

1 Peter 1:23 says, Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 

word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

Receive the life of God. 

2. Submit To The Will And Plan Of God 

Submit your will to God. Romans 6:16 says, To whom ye yield yourselves servants to 

obey, his servants ye are. 

Surrender your will completely. The will of man must bow to the will of God. 

3. Refuse The Leadership Of The Flesh 

Refuse the leadership and lordship of the flesh. Romans 8:5–8 shows that the carnal 

mind is enmity against God. 

The flesh must not rule your life. Present your body as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable unto God. 
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4. Submit To The Leading Of The Spirit 

Be led by the Spirit. 

Romans 8:13–14 says, For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 

God. There are moments when the Spirit will warn, redirect, or restrain. 

Obey the voice of the Spirit. 

5. Avoid Wrong Company And Communication 

Proverbs 13:20 says, He that walketh with wise men shall be wise, but a companion of 

fools shall be destroyed. 

First Corinthians 15:33 says, Evil communications corrupt good manners. Avoid wrong 

company. Avoid wrong communication. 
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Closing Exhortation 

Even the communication you have received tonight has corrected thoughts, corrected 

lifestyles, and corrected direction.  

Rise to your feet. 

Give the Lord praise. 

Give Him honour. Give Him adoration. 

 

Prayer Declaration 

Lord, I receive grace to avoid wrong company and wrong communication. 

I submit my life to the leading and leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

I refuse the lordship of the flesh. 

I submit to the will and plan of God in all things. 

In the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
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About the Speaker 

 

 

 

Dr. Paul Enenche is a Nigerian pastor, teacher, and revivalist, widely known as the 

Senior Pastor of the Dunamis International Gospel Centre. He is recognised for his 

passionate preaching, prayer ministry, and dedication to advancing the Gospel across 

nations. 

Born in Orokam, Ogbadibo LGA of Benue State, Nigeria, Dr. Enenche founded the 

Dunamis International Gospel Centre on November 10, 1996, beginning with a small 

gathering in Abuja. From those humble beginnings, the ministry has grown into a global 

work with branches across Nigeria and many parts of the world. 

Through his teachings and ministry, Dr. Paul Enenche continues to inspire believers to 

live by faith, pursue intimacy with God, and become instruments of transformation in 

their generation. 
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About Living Sermons 

 

 

 

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless 

messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world. 

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the 

preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and 

revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and 

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit. 

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews 

4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and 

transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and 

readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and 

anointing. 

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as 

lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are 

designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and 

advancing the Kingdom of God. 

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form. 

 

 

 

21 



 

 

 

 

 

Join Our Team 

 

 

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy 

Spirit are accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers 

around the world. This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone. 

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles: 

●​ Prayer Intercessor 

●​ Transcribers – Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts. 

●​ Editors – Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks. 

●​ Bloggers – Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books. 

●​ Social Media Managers – Share books online and engage our community. 

●​ Language Translators 

●​ Graphics Designers 

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer 

Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the 

nations. 

 

We Are Social 

Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons 

Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons 

 

 

22 

https://livingsermons.com/volunteer-application/
https://livingsermons.com/volunteer-application/
https://www.instagram.com/livingsermons
https://facebook.com/livingsermons

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	THE CHALLENGE OF CHARACTER 
	 
	The Challenge Of Character 
	Foreword 
	Publisher’s Note 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Main Message  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Introduction 
	 
	 

	The Challenge Of Character 
	 

	 
	A World Plagued With Character Challenges 
	 
	 
	 

	The Root Of Character Challenge 
	1. The Fall Of Man In Eden 
	2. Once The Root Is Addressed, Character Can Be Adjusted 

	 
	Roots Of Character Challenge 
	1. Company And Communion With The Enemy 
	2. Lack Of Understanding Of Divine Instruction 
	3. Following The Desires, Passion, And Leadership Of The Flesh 
	4. Crave For Self-Assertion 
	5. Decision For Independence From God 
	 
	6. Loss Of The Nature Of God Through Disobedience 
	7. Gain Of The Nature Of The Devil Through Rebellion 
	8. Loss Of The Presence Of God 
	9. Loss Of The Voice Of God 

	 
	The Danger Of Spiritual Drift 
	 
	Existence In A Fallen World 
	 
	The Reality Of Depravity In Creation 
	 
	The Restoration Of Creation 
	 

	Dealing With Character Challenge 
	1. Receive The Life Of God Through New Birth 
	2. Submit To The Will And Plan Of God 
	3. Refuse The Leadership Of The Flesh 
	 
	4. Submit To The Leading Of The Spirit 
	5. Avoid Wrong Company And Communication 

	 
	 
	 
	Closing Exhortation 
	 
	Prayer Declaration 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	About the Speaker 
	 
	About Living Sermons 
	Join Our Team 
	We Are Social 

