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Foreword 

There are few experiences in the believer’s journey as humbling—and as quietly 

painful—as the moment you realise that what you were certain was God… may not have 

been Him after all. It is a delicate place, where sincerity meets uncertainty, and where 

faith is tested not in disobedience, but in perceived accuracy. 

In I Thought God Said It… But I Was Wrong, Femi Adebile speaks with rare honesty 

and refreshing clarity into this often unspoken struggle. Without pretence, and without 

diluting truth, he walks the reader through the tension between divine leading, human 

desire, and emotional conviction. This message does not condemn; it enlightens. It does 

not shame; it restores perspective. 

What makes this work particularly valuable is its balance. It neither dismisses the reality 

of God’s voice nor exaggerates human infallibility. Instead, it carefully guides the reader 

into maturity—where discernment is refined, patience is embraced, and growth is seen 

as a necessary pathway to accuracy. 

You will find within these pages not just teaching, but reassurance: that missing it is not 

the end, that confusion can be navigated, and that the journey toward knowing God’s 

voice is one that unfolds with time, consistency, and grace. 

As a publishing house committed to preserving the authentic voice of God’s servants, we 

present this message with the prayer that it will stabilise hearts, renew confidence, and 

deepen your walk with God. 

May you not only hear Him—but truly come to know His voice. 

 

Wisdom Epsi— Chief Editor​

Livingsermons.com​

A Spirit-Led Christian Publishing Ministry 
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Publisher’s Note 

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the 

inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the 

preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading 

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format. 

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational 

setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering. 

Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance 

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery. 

The live sermon from which this message was transcribed can be accessed here: Live 

Video 

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and 

ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our 

role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and 

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats. 

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.​

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.​

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook 

editions for the edification of the Body of Christ. 

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation 

present in the live service will minister to you afresh. 

 

— Livingsermons.com​

 A Spirit-led Christian Publishing Ministry 
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The Pain of Being Sure 

 
 

 

There is a kind of pain that comes when you are sure it was God. You didn’t assume, you 

didn’t guess—you prayed, and you were convinced it was God speaking to you. In fact, it 

was not the first time God had spoken to you in that same tone. You knew it was Him. 

Then you moved.​

You took steps.​

You followed the direction. 

Only to discover that it was not really God. The whole thing failed, and you didn’t even 

see the hand of God in it. 

You were disappointed. 

And then one question begins to arise in your heart:​

 Was it really God, or was I deceiving myself? 
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Introduction 

 

 

Let me say something very important to you. 

This is one of the most confusing aspects of the believer’s life—discerning whether it is 

God speaking or not. At this point, it can become so confusing and dangerous that you 

begin to lose trust in your decisions. You stop trusting your hearing. You may even begin 

to question God. 

If not handled properly, you can lose your spiritual confidence. Not only that, you may 

also lose the confidence of those who are following you. 

But let me tell you one truth—​

 Not everything you heard was God. 

I am not trying to be hard on you; this is clarity. Not everything that comes to your mind 

after prayer is God. Not everything you hear is God. 

Imagine being a leader. You tell your people, “This is what God said.” They believe you. 

You move, and nothing happens. It can be confusing and deeply disappointing. 

But take this again:​

 Not everything you hear is God. 

Now, the question is—how do we mistake ourselves for God? 
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The Three Voices 

 

 

There are three voices we deal with daily: 

●​ The voice of God 

●​ The voice of the mind 

●​ The voice of emotion 

These three voices speak to us, especially when we are about to make decisions. The 

truth is, they can sound very similar, making it difficult to differentiate which is 

speaking. 

For example, you want something very badly. You have been trusting God for it. Then 

suddenly, you feel peace. Immediately, you may interpret that peace as confirmation 

from God. 

No. 

That peace may not be confirmation—it may simply be relief in your mind. Desire can 

disguise itself as divine direction. 
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When Desire Sounds Like God 

 

 

Desire can speak so strongly that it sounds like God. Not everything that feels right 

means God is speaking. Something may be right to do, but that does not mean God 

spoke. 

Our desires can be loud.​

Our emotions can be intense.​

Our expectations can be high. 

And together, they can create a voice that sounds like God in our spirit. So, what 

happens when it doesn’t work? 

Sometimes, even when God truly speaks, things may still not work out the way we 

expect. There are times God will instruct you, and you obey accurately—yet He allows it 

not to work. Sometimes, He does that intentionally. 

Why? 

To make us know Him better.​

To deepen our understanding of Him. 

In such moments, the best thing to do is to calm down and believe that God is on your 

side. This is not the time to feel embarrassed, confused, or distracted. 

Sometimes, God may even allow you to miss it—or step back—so that you can learn to 

know Him more intimately. 
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How to Discern Better 

 

 

1. Check Consistency 

God’s voice is not impulsive. It does not come once and disappear. 

When something comes once and vanishes, be careful. But when it is consistent, it is a 

strong indication that it may be God. 

2. Remove Emotion 

When praying about something you strongly desire, calm your mind first. 

Settle it within yourself that you are not bringing your desire as an idol before God. That 

way, your emotions will not interfere. 

This is especially important in areas like marriage, career, or relocation. 

You may already like someone, or strongly desire a job or opportunity. Then a voice 

comes saying, “Go ahead.” 

At that moment, it may not be God—it may be your emotions speaking. 
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3. Align with Truth 

God will never contradict His nature. Anything God tells you will align with Scripture. If 

it contradicts the Word of God, it is not God. 

For example: 

“How can God tell me to live with someone I am not married to in order to ‘test’ them?” 

No. 

If it contradicts truth, run from it. 

4. Give It Time 

God is not afraid of time. If you are not sure you are hearing God, wait. Why the rush? 

If it is truly God, it will remain. Time does not change truth—it reveals it. 

5. Look for Clarity 

God’s voice brings clarity. 

If there is confusion, step back. God does not speak in confusion—He speaks with 

clarity. 
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Chapter 5: You Are Not Disqualified 

 

 

Let me free you from something. Missing it does not mean you are disqualified. It does 

not mean you are less of a child of God. 

You are learning.​

You are growing.​

You are becoming more accurate. 

There was a time I made mistakes. I could hear names during meetings and call them 

out, thinking it was God—yet no one would respond. 

It was painful. I questioned myself: Am I even hearing God? 

But over time, I grew. I learnt. I became more accurate. Then one day, I called someone 

out again. Nobody responded. I was sure it was God. Later, after the meeting, someone 

came and said, “Sir, I was the one. I was just ashamed to come out.” 

That day, I learnt something powerful. 

God told me:​

 “If I spoke to you, let Me carry the responsibility. If you miss it, you are still growing.” 
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Closing: The Goal Is to Know His Voice 

 

 

You do not become sensitive to God overnight. Sensitivity comes through process. Do 

not let past mistakes make you afraid to step out when God is speaking. You are a work 

in progress. 

Even great men of God have had moments where they called and no one responded. It 

does not make them fake—it simply shows they are human and still growing. 

So if you have ever said, “God told me,” and it did not happen—do not run away. 

Lean in.​

Learn.​

Grow. 

Because the goal is not just to hear God—​

 The goal is to know His voice. 

And to know it so well that, over time, you walk in increasing accuracy. 

God bless you. 
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About the Speaker 

 

 

Bro Femi Adebile is a Nigerian gospel film actor, scriptwriter, singer, and director. He is 

the founder of Proclaimer of Righteousness Evangelical Ministry (PREM), a gospel film 

production ministry established in 2008 in Ogbomosho, Oyo State. Femi trained under 

Adeniyi Famewo of Glorious Ambassadors Christ Evangelical Ministry (GACEM) and 

gained recognition for his performances in gospel films including Gbemi and Kembe 

Isonu. He has contributed to productions by ministries such as Mount Zion Faith 

Ministries, The Kingdom Watchmen, and Calvary Drama Ministry. Femi holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Computer Engineering from Ladoke Akintola University of 

Technology (LAUTECH). He is married to Mrs. Rebecca Femi Adebile and is the first 

child of his family, originally from Osogbo, Osun State, Nigeria. 

 

15 



 

 

 

About Living Sermons 

 

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless 

messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world. 

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the 

preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and 

revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and 

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit. 

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews 

4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and 

transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and 

readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and 

anointing. 

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as 

lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are 

designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and 

advancing the Kingdom of God. 

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form. 
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Join Our Team 

 

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy 

Spirit are accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers 

around the world. This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone. 

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles: 

●​ Transcribers – Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts. 

●​ Prayer Intercessors  

●​ Editors – Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks. 

●​ Bloggers – Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books. 

●​ Social Media Managers – Share books online and engage our community. 

●​ Language Translators 

●​ Graphics Designers 

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer 

Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the 

nations. 

LivingSemons.com 
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Don’t Miss New Books! 

Get instant alerts when new sermons from your favourite preachers are transcribed and 
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