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Foreword

Have you ever found yourself doing everything for God while quietly

realizing your heart no longer burns for Him?

Perhaps you still pray. You still read your Bible. You still serve faithfully in your
church. Others may even admire your consistency. Yet, deep within, something feels
different. The joy has faded. The wonder has grown dim. Your walk with God has

become more about routine than relationship.
If that describes you, even in the slightest way, then this book is for you.

In How to Love God Again, P. Daniel Olawande delivers more than another
teaching on spiritual discipline. He extends a heartfelt invitation to return—not merely
to the habits of the Christian life, but to the Person at the center of it all. Through
personal testimony, biblical truth, and practical counsel, he reminds us that God has
never desired empty religious activity. His greatest desire has always been the

affection of our hearts.

One of the most sobering truths in this message comes from the church in Ephesus.
They were doctrinally sound, hardworking, and faithful in many ways. Yet the Lord's
concern was that they had left their first love. That warning still speaks powerfully to
believers today. It is possible to remain active in ministry while drifting in intimacy. It

is possible to be busy for God while neglecting fellowship with Him.

Throughout these pages, you will be challenged to slow down, rediscover honest
worship, return to simple devotion, and cultivate a genuine love for the Lord once
again. This is not a call to greater religious performance but to deeper communion

with the Father.
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As editors, our assignment has been to preserve the preacher's voice while presenting
this message in a clear, readable format. Every effort has been made to maintain the
warmth, urgency, and spiritual burden with which it was originally delivered,

allowing you to experience this sermon as faithfully as possible.

Our prayer is that this book will do more than inform your mind. May it awaken fresh
affection for Christ. May it stir holy hunger within your soul. May it lead you back to
the secret place where love is renewed, intimacy is restored, and spiritual fire burns

brightly once again.
May your heart echo the words of the psalmist:

"As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God." —
Psalm 42:1 (KJV)

May this not simply become another book you read, but a divine invitation you

answer.

— Wisdom Epsi

Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com
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Publisher’s Note

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the
inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the
preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format.

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational
setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering.
Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery.

Watch the live sermon from which this message was transcribed on YouTube, at

Pastor Daniel Olawande’s Official YouTube Channel.

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and
ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our
role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats.

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.
Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.
Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook

editions for the edification of the Body of Christ.

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation

present in the live service will minister to you afresh.

— Livingsermons.com
A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship
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Main Mesaage

Begins Here

Page 8 - Download More Ebooks (PDF) By P.Daniel Olawande



https://livingsermons.com/tl-osborn-books/

Living Sermons

Introduction

Many believers remain active in church while quietly losing their affection for God. It is
possible to pray, serve, preach, and remain faithful in ministry, yet discover that your

heart is no longer tender before Him.

In this teaching, P. Daniel Olawande calls believers back to their first love. His burden is
not merely that Christians become more disciplined, but that they become deeply in love

with Jesus again. The goal is not religious activity but heartfelt devotion.
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CHAPTER ONE

How to Tove God 1lgain

Love Is Greater Than Religious Activity

You can serve God faithfully and still lose tenderness for Him. God has always desired
relationship, not merely religion. You can pursue impact and ministry and still miss
God. Doing something great for God does not necessarily mean you are still intimate
with Him.

Love is not rekindled simply through intensity. It is rekindled through intentional

return—returning to the things you did at the beginning.

When love is restored, you no longer pray because you must. You pray because you want

to. The greatest commandment is not simply to serve God, but to love the Lord.
Love is the fuel for lasting fire.

Talk to God as a Father, not as someone trying to perform. That is how spiritual fire

continues to burn—where love lives.
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Prayer

Father, in the name of Jesus, we give You all the praise. Be Thou exalted in Jesus' name.

Lord Jesus, today let Your Word come again. Let this Word transform the lives of Your
people. Let it come with illumination, direction, inspiration, instruction, correction, and
grace. Help us to maximize this Word until we become burning and shining lights—the
people of the LIT Tribe.

Thank You, Father.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
Praise God.
Hallelujah!
The Burning eneration
As we have always said, LIT Episodes is the platform, LIT House is the community,
and you are a member of the LIT Tribe.
The LIT Tribe is the burning generation. It is a people who burn continually for God.
I am excited that you are part of this tribe.

Today, I want to teach on something that is very dear to my heart.
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When God Confronted My Heart

Some years ago, I was on a prayer walk around Redemption City. If you have never been
to Redemption City, you should visit someday. The presence of God there is powerful

and tangible.
As I was praying, the Lord spoke to me.
He said,

"Daniel, are you aware that your prayers now are merely maintenance

prayers?"
I asked, "What do You mean?"
He said,

"You are no longer in love with Me. You are praying every day simply to
make sure you have prayed. You are only trying to mark attendance. Your

heart is no longer here."
That word pierced me.
I realized it was true.
I asked myself:
When was the last time I cried during worship?
When was the last time I simply paused to reflect on His goodness?
When was the last time I genuinely told God, "I love You"?
Instead, I would wake up every morning and think,

"I am supposed to pray for three hours."
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After praying, I would simply conclude,

"At least I have completed my three hours today. Glory to God."
The connection was gone.

Prayer had become a duty instead of a relationship.

That encounter changed me.

Today, I want to share with you how to love God again.

fekindling fiffection, Not Just Maintaining ctivity

My desire is to rekindle your affection for God—not merely help you maintain spiritual

activity.
I want your love for God to come alive again.

I want you to move from being a duty-driven Christian back to a heartfelt, intimate, and
devoted walk with God.

Not a life that constantly says, "I have to pray." "I have to study." "I have to fast."
No.
I want your walk with God to become deeply personal again.
There is a song we sing;:
"As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after Thee."
That is my prayer.

May your heart begin to pant after God again.
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CHAPTER TWO

When Tove Becomes Rouline

There is a serious danger when love becomes routine. I shared my own story because I
experienced it personally. I was praying, but I was no longer in love. Love can become
routine if it is not guarded. You can serve God faithfully and still lose tenderness for

Him.

Think about it.

You are committed in church.

You serve in your department.

You set up the cameras.

You prepare the screens.

You welcome people at the entrance.

You faithfully carry out every assignment.
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You are dependable.

Everyone knows they can count on you.

Yet, somewhere along the line, the tenderness of your heart for God disappears.
You have lost your affection for Him.

You can sing.

You can preach.

You can attend every meeting.

You can work tirelessly in church.

Yet your heart is no longer moved in His presence.
Many believers have not left God.

They are still born again.

They still attend church.

But they have quietly lost their affection for Him.
Their hearts are no longer tender.

One of my prayers for you through this teaching is that your heart becomes tender once

again.

Tender toward God.
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God Wants More Than Obedience

God is not only after your obedience.
He desires your love.

Yes, fast.

Pray.

Sacrifice.

Give.

Do all those things.

But understand this:

God is not merely after your actions.
He is after your heart.

He wants you to be deeply in love with Him.
God is looking for lovers.

Why?

Because He Himself is a Lover.
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The Bible says:

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son..."
(John 3:16, KJV).

Since God is a Lover, He expects His children to become lovers too.
When Jesus was asked which commandment was the greatest, He answered:

"And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength..."
(Mark 12:30, KJV).

This is the first and greatest commandment.
Obedience is important.

Faithfulness is important.

But above all, God is looking for lovers.

He wants your heart.

The Tragedy of the Church af Ephesus

One Scripture has always troubled me.

It is Revelation 2.

Jesus was speaking to the church in Ephesus.
He began by commending them.

He said:

"I know your works."
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"I know your labor."

"I know your patience."

"You cannot bear those who are evil."

"You tested those who claimed to be apostles and found them to be liars."
"You have persevered."

"You have labored for My name."

"You have not become weary."

What an incredible commendation.

Then came these heartbreaking words:

"Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast
left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art

fallen, and repent, and do the first works..." (Revelation 2:4—5, KJV).
Notice what Jesus was asking them to repent for.
Not immorality.
Not false doctrine.
Not compromise.
But for leaving their first love.
The church at Ephesus was doctrinally sound.
They were morally upright.

They were hardworking.
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Yet Jesus said something was missing.

Love.

That teaches us something profound.

What matters most to God is the heart that loves Him.

Jesus called them to repentance—not because of obvious sin, but because they had

neglected their first love.

You can be right...

...and still be absent.

You can be right...

...and still be distant.

You can be doing everything right, yet your heart is no longer there.
That was exactly my story.

I was still praying.

I was still fasting.

But my heart was gone.

So, how do you know when love has begun to fade?
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1. Devotion Becomes Mechanical

The first sign is that devotion becomes mechanical. You simply do it because you have

to. You wake up every morning because you have to appear on the altar.
You study the Bible because you have to study.
Everything becomes routine.

It becomes mechanical.

You Replace Presence with Performance

Another sign is that you begin to replace presence with performance.

You no longer experience God's presence, yet you continue with the outward activities.
You still kneel.

You still roll on the floor.

You still go through all the motions.

But His presence is no longer your pursuit.

Take, for example, a worship minister. There was a time whenever you ministered, you
genuinely encountered God's presence. Now, you no longer feel His presence, but

because people are shouting and responding, you convince yourself everything is fine.
You begin to substitute what people are feeling for what God is saying.

You exchange His presence for excitement.

You replace His presence with vibes.

You replace presence with performance.
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Seeking What God Can Do More Than God
Himself

Another evidence that love is fading is that you begin seeking outcomes more than God
Himself.

Your focus shifts to what God can do instead of who God is.
You begin pursuing miracles, signs, and wonders.

Those things are not wrong.

They are wonderful.

But when they become your primary focus while God Himself becomes secondary, love

is already fading.

What God is saying no longer matters.
What God wants no longer matters.
How God feels no longer matters.
Your only question becomes,

"What can God do for me?"

"What miracle will happen?"

"What result can I get?"

That is a dangerous place.
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Familiarity Removes Wonder

Familiarity slowly removes wonder.

You become so familiar with God that you lose your reverence for Him.
The awe disappears.

The honor disappears.

The holy fear disappears.

You begin to say,

"Is it not just God?"

There was once a holy reverence in your heart.

There was once a deep sense of wonder whenever you approached Him.
Now that wonder is gone.

Why?

Because love has faded.

You Can Pursue Ministry and Miss God

Eventually, you begin pursuing blessings.
You pursue impact.

You pursue results.

Listen carefully.

This is where many people get into trouble.
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You can pursue impact in ministry and still miss God.

You may dream of building a twenty-thousand-seat auditorium.
You may desire to accomplish great things for God.

There is nothing wrong with that.

But doing something great for God does not automatically mean you are still in tune
with God.

You can become so focused on building something for Him that you neglect fellowship
with Him.

You become consumed with results.
Meanwhile, the One who gives the results is no longer central in your life.

Instead of pursuing Him, you pursue the work.

God Has Always Wanted Relationship

Hear me carefully.

God has always wanted relationship—not religion.

From the very beginning, His desire has been fellowship.
Jesus said:

"And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength."
(Mark 12:30, KJV; see also Matthew 22:37).

Notice what He did not say.

He did not say,
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"Serve the Lord."

"Work for the Lord."

"Stay busy for the Lord."

The greatest commandment is this:
Love the Lord.

God longs for your love.

Not because He lacks worship.

Not because heaven is silent.

But because He desires your heart.

Why Does God Want Your Love?

Have you ever thought about it?
The angels cry,

"Holy, holy, holy..."
day and night.

Countless heavenly beings worship Him continually. Yet God still desires your love. Why

are you so important to Him?
The psalmist asked:
"What is man, that thou art mindful of him?" (Psalm 8:4, KJV).

His mind is full of you. He desires your love.
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Love Is the Fuel for Lasting Fire

Love is the fuel for lasting fire.

Duty alone cannot sustain intimacy.

Activity cannot replace affection.

Structure alone cannot produce brokenness.

There are moments when you simply come before God and begin to cry.
No agenda.

No long prayer list.

Just tears.

Just love.

You find yourself saying,

"Lord, I love You."

You may have many prayer requests waiting.

Yet you lay them aside because all you want is to remain wrapped in His love.

You simply want to stay there.
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CHAPTER THREE

How 1s Tove Restored?

Jesus already gave us the answer. He said,

"...remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the first works..." (Revelation 2:5, KJV).

Return to your first works. Return to simple, uncomplicated prayers. Return to those

moments when it was just you and God.

Spend time loving Him. Spend time talking with Him.

Return to Honest Worship

Return to honest worship. Simply sing to Him.

There was a day when I was preparing for prayer, as I usually do by playing worship

songs.

Then God asked me,
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"Daniel, when last did you sing to Me?"

I replied within myself,

"But Lord, I play worship songs."

He said,

"You play songs, but you do not sing to Me."
That question changed me.

I even wrote a song:

T will sing my song to Yahweh.

T will dance my dance to Yahweh.
T will lift my hands in worship.
Be Thou glorified, Yahweh.

Yahweh, You are good.
Yahweh, You are kind.
Yahweh, You are glorious.
Be Thou glorified, Yahweh.

Another day, God asked me,
"When last did you dance for Me?"
I had to begin dancing before the Lord.

Sometimes even while walking along the expressway, I found myself dancing before

Him.
Why?

Because this is how we return to our first works.
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Go Back to Your First Love

When I first gave my life to Christ, I would sing.
I would worship.

I would cry in His presence.

But now, you have become a "big man."

You have revelation.

You have depth.

You receive invitations to minister everywhere.
Yet you no longer sing.

You no longer dance.

Your prayers have become complicated.

Sit with God Without an Agenda

There are times when you should simply sit with God without an agenda.
Just say,

"Lord, I am here."

"I came just to be with You today."

Read the Scriptures slowly.

Not hurriedly.

Remember those days when you would read one verse and stay there for a long time?
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You would underline words.

You would compare several Bible translations.

You would follow cross-references.

You would meditate line upon line.

You were not trying to finish ten chapters.

You were pursuing intimacy.

Now, Bible reading has become another task to complete.
Sometimes it even becomes a competition.

But in those earlier days, you would pause over one verse.
You would meditate deeply.

You would search other Scriptures that explained it.

That was intimacy.

Talk to God Like a Father

If love is going to return, you must return to your first works.

Talk to God like a Father.

Stop trying to perform before Him.

Some of us enter the secret place trying to impress God with our words.
Trying to impress Him with long prayers.

But remember:
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It is only you and God.

Nobody else is there.

Sometimes, simply lie before Him and say,
"Lord, help me."

"Lord, I am sorry."

"Lord, You are my God."

"Lord, I love You."

Then remain there in His presence. Talk to Him as a Father, not as someone you are

trying to impress. That is how love returns.

Intentional Return Rekindles Love

Love is not rekindled merely through intensity. It is rekindled through intentional

return. Return to the things you did at the beginning.
Go back to your first works.

That is how love returns.

Love Changes Your Walk with God

Love changes the way you walk with God.
When love is restored, you no longer pray because you must.
You pray because you want to.

You pray because you love the Lord.
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You pray because you long to communicate with Him.

You no longer worship simply because worship comes before prayer.
You do not worship just to complete a routine.

You worship because your heart genuinely responds to Him.

You worship because you love Him.

You worship because it is the posture of your heart.

You worship because you are, first and foremost, a worshipper.
Tove Maties You Enjoy God

When love returns, you no longer endure God—you enjoy Him.
You love the Lord.

You reverence the Lord.

You delight in His presence.

That is why David said:

"As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul
after thee, O God." (Psalm 42:1, KJV).

There must be a continual longing for God.
A daily panting.
An hourly panting.

An intentional pursuit of His presence.
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Your heart begins to cry,

"Lord, I want more of You."

"Lord, I want to hear Your voice."

"Lord, I want to see You."

"Lord, I love You."

"Lord, I want Your presence."

"Lord, I need You."

You find yourself thinking about God throughout the day.
You talk about Him.

You long to spend time with Him.

And more than anything else, you simply want to be with Him.

Returning to the Secret Place

At this point in your walk with God, even good activities can become distractions.
Sometimes, going out becomes a distraction.

Sometimes, even ministering can become a distraction.

All you want is to remain in the secret place.

You want to worship.

You want to stay in His presence.

You simply want to love Him.
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There are moments when you have no words.

You just play a worship song and quietly sing along.
Not every prayer requires many words.

Sometimes, your tears become your prayer.
Sometimes, all you can do is lie on the floor before Him.
Sometimes, you simply gaze.

You sit quietly before the Lord.

Just gazing.

Just enjoying His presence.

You do not have to speak every moment.
Sometimes, it is enough simply to be there.

Your heart quietly says,

"Lord, I just want to be with You."

Fellowship Is More Than Words

I am married, and God has blessed me with a wonderful wife.
There are moments when we simply sit together.

No conversation.

No agenda.

We simply enjoy each other's presence.

Page 33 - Download More Ebooks (PDF) By P.Daniel Olawande



https://livingsermons.com/tl-osborn-books/

Sometimes, you can even hear each other's breathing, and that quiet fellowship is

enough.

In the same way, there are moments with God when all you desire is to remain in His

presence.
To enjoy Him.

To listen.

To be close.

God is not asking you to work harder.
He is inviting you to come closer.

You are no longer trying to impress Him.

You are simply returning to fellowship.
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Your fAssignment This Week
I want to give you a simple assignment.

This week, intentionally worship God every morning. Do not merely play worship songs.

Sing to Him yourself.

Spend time worshipping Him. If possible, stay there for about an hour. Do not ask Him

for anything.
Simply sing.
Simply worship.
Simply pray.

Simply enjoy Him.

Read the Scriptures Slowly

This week, read the Scriptures slowly.
Do not rush.

Stay with the passage.

Read it.

Meditate on it.
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If it helps you, compare several Bible translations so you can better understand the

meaning.

Read the passage.

Close your Bible.

Think about it.

Open it again.

Read it once more.

Pray over it.

Meditate on it.

Think about how someone in love reads a message from the person they cherish.
Imagine your wife, fiancé, or someone very dear to you sending you a heartfelt text.
You read it.

You smile.

You close your phone.

Then you open it again and read it once more.

Sometimes they send you a picture.

You look at it.

You put your phone down. Then you pick it up again just to look one more time.

Approach the Word of God with that same affection. Return to the Scriptures with
childlike wonder.
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Talk to God Honestly

This week, talk to God honestly.

Not formally.

Do not try to impress Him.

Speak to Him from your heart.

This week is not merely about discipline.

It is about rediscovering delight.

It is about finding again what you have lost.
Many of us did these things when we first gave our lives to Christ.
Then, over time, we drifted away.

Life became busy.

Ministry became demanding.
Responsibilities increased.

But now, God is calling us back.

He is saying,

"Come back."

Come back to intimacy.
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Fire Lasts Where Love Lives

I have a song that says,
"God is calling you, come back home... come back home."
That is His invitation today.
Come back to intimacy.
Remember this truth:
Fire lasts where love lives.
If you want your spiritual fire to remain burning, protect your love for God.
This week is your opportunity to rekindle that love.
Return to your first love.
Spend quality time with the Lord.
Simply remain in His presence.
Worship Him.

Allow His love to surround your heart once again.

Page 38 - Download More Ebooks (PDF) By P.Daniel Olawande



https://livingsermons.com/tl-osborn-books/

Closing Prayer

I pray for you in the name of Jesus: Your love for God will not die.
May the Lord rekindle a fresh love within your heart.
I release upon you the grace to return.
Grace to return.
Grace to return to your first love.
In Jesus' name.
Amen.

Praise God.
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The UT Declaralion

Declare this after me:

I will live LIT daily.
I will build LIT intentionally.
I will lead LIT boldly.

I am sent to carry the fire into my world.
Again:

I will live LIT daily.
I will build LIT intentionally.
I will lead LIT boldly.

I am sent to carry the fire into my world.
One more time:

I will live LIT daily.
I will build LIT intentionally.
I will lead LIT boldly.

I am sent to carry the fire into my world.
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Final Echortation

Thank you for joining this episode.
I believe you have been blessed.

Please share this message with your friends and family so that more people can become

part of what God is doing through the LIT Episodes.

If you would like to become part of the LIT House, join the community where we
interact, encourage one another, and continue growing together in these truths. The

details are available in the description.
Remember:

e LIT Episodes is the platform.
e LIT House is the community.

e The LIT Tribe is who you are.
You are a member of the LIT Tribe—the burning generation.

If you would like to send me a personal message, you can use the email address

displayed with this episode. I look forward to hearing from you.

Also, our LIT merchandise is available worldwide. You can place your order using the

information provided with this episode.

Thank you once again for joining me.

I look forward to seeing you in the next episode.
Stay LIT.

God bless you.
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Living Sermons

About The Speaker

Pastor Daniel Olawande, widely known as P. Daniel, is an ordained minister in the Redeemed
Christian Church of God (RCCG) and the Lead Pastor of RCCG The Envoys in Lagos, a
youth-focused expression of the church marked by revival emphasis and strong apostolic
teaching. He also serves in key national roles within RCCG's youth structure, including
leadership within the Students and Corpers Ministry (CRM) and youth evangelism, with a clear
mandate centered on raising a “burning generation” and stirring spiritual awakening among
young people. His ministry combines preaching, mentorship, and large-scale revival gatherings,
with a consistent focus on alignment, consecration, and purposeful living, making him a

prominent voice among emerging Pentecostal leaders in Nigeria.
Connect With Pastor Daniel Olawande Via:

e Official Instagram

e YouTube Official Channel
e Official Facebook

e Tuwitter (X.com)
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Living Sermons

flboul living Sermons

Our Vision
To become the world’s largest digital platform for ebooks transcribed from live
sermons, preserving and spreading the spoken Word of God across nations and

generations.

Our Mission

At LivingSermons.com, our mission is to take the living voice of God spoken through
His servants and transform it into accessible PDF resources, making salvation-centred
truth available to the ends of the earth. We believe that the spoken Word carries divine
power, and by preserving these messages in written form, we help extend their reach

beyond pulpits, borders, and generations.

Why We Exist

Many life-changing sermons are preached and forgotten with time. We exist to
preserve these divine utterances, making them available for study, meditation,
discipleship, and spiritual growth. Through this work, we are committed to ensuring
that no revelational truth is lost, but that every inspired message can continue to

speak, heal, transform, and bring men into the knowledge of Christ.
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M

Living Sermons

Join Our Team

Let us preserve God’s spoken Word together and take the Gospel further.

LivingSermons is raising Kingdom-minded volunteers across the world to help
transform live sermons into lasting digital resources. If you have the burden to serve

and the skill to contribute, there is a place for you.

Volunteer Opportunities

e Prayer Intercessors: Stand with us in prayer as we labour to spread God’s
Word across nations.

e Transcribers: Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts.

e Editors: Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks.

e Bloggers: Create SEO-friendly posts to announce and distribute newly
published books.

e Social Media Managers: Share books online, grow our reach, and engage
our global community.

e Language Translators: Help translate sermons into different languages so
more people can access the truth.

e Graphics Designers: Design book covers, promotional materials, and visual

content for outreach.

Become a Volunteer Today

Join the mission and use your gift to help preserve revival voices for generations to

come. Join Here
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We 7dre Social

Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons
Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons
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