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Foreword

Marriage is one of God's greatest gifts to humanity, yet it remains one of the most
misunderstood institutions in our generation. While many view marriage merely as a
social contract or an emotional relationship, the Scriptures reveal something far

deeper: marriage is a covenant established and ordained by God Himself.

In this timely and insightful teaching, Pastor (Mrs) Faith Oyedepo takes us back to
the biblical foundation of marriage and unveils its true nature as a sacred covenant.
With clarity, wisdom, and practical insight drawn from the Word of God, she carefully
explains the principles that distinguish marriage from every other human

relationship.

Throughout these pages, readers will discover that marriage is not merely about
companionship, romance, ceremonies, rings, or traditions. It is a divine covenant
designed by God to reflect His own covenant-keeping nature. Understanding this truth

is essential for anyone who desires to build a stable, fruitful, and God-centred home.

Whether you are single, preparing for marriage, newly married, or have been married
for many years, the truths contained in this book offer valuable guidance. The author
highlights the covenant foundations of marriage, the responsibilities of both husband
and wife, and the biblical principles that sustain healthy relationships through every

season of life.

Particularly compelling is the emphasis on God's role as the central figure in every
successful marriage. As this book demonstrates, the closer a husband and wife draw to
God, the closer they grow to one another. This timeless truth remains one of the

greatest secrets of lasting marital success.

At a time when many homes are under pressure and the sanctity of marriage is

increasingly challenged, this message serves as both a reminder and a call to return to



God's original blueprint. It encourages believers to honour the marriage covenant,
embrace their God-given responsibilities, and rely upon God's grace to build homes
that glorify Him.

It is our prayer that as you read this book, your understanding of marriage will be
deepened, your commitment to God's covenant principles will be strengthened, and

your home will become a living testimony of God's faithfulness.

May the Lord grant you wisdom, grace, and strength to walk in the fullness of His

purpose for marriage.

— Wisdom Epsi

Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com
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Publisher’s Note

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the
inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the
preacher’s exact words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading

and formatting the message into a clear and readable ebook format.

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational
setting. As such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering.
Minor grammatical and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance

readability, without altering the substance, intent, or power of the original delivery.

The live sermon from which this message was transcribed can be accessed here: Pastor
Faith Oyedepo

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and
ministerial authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our
role is that of stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and

distributing life-giving messages in accessible digital formats.

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.
Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.
Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook

editions for the edification of the Body of Christ.

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation

present in the live service will minister to you afresh.

— Livingsermons.com
A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwOCFW9U4l0&list=PLNQRNrV_dRPPoszHi8MMtoVyKD2tX9yus&index=17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwOCFW9U4l0&list=PLNQRNrV_dRPPoszHi8MMtoVyKD2tX9yus&index=17
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Introduction

Today, I welcome you to Times of Refreshing. Our topic is captioned: The Covenant of

Marriage
The Bible states:

“Yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.”
— Malachi 2:14 (KJV)

Many people, including Christians today, view marriage as a social relationship that can
be entered into and severed at will. This is clearly seen in the manner in which some

people casually enter into marriage and how quickly they get out of it.

However, it is critical for you to understand that marriage is a covenant relationship. It
is God's design, as seen in Genesis 2:18, where He brought the woman, Eve, to the man,

Adam, stating:

“It is not good that the man should be alone...”
— Genesis 2:18 (KJV)

Marriage was not created as a mere romantic relationship but as a way of modelling

God's covenant-keeping nature.



Indeed, all through Scripture, it is evident that God is passionate about the sanctity of

marriage and the stability of the home. You should be too.

If you want to know how passionate God is about marriage, consider John 2:1—11. Jesus
Christ attended a wedding ceremony, and the first miracle He performed was at that

wedding.

Therefore, it is clear from the Word of God that marriage is patterned after God's

relationship with the Church (Ephesians 5:32), which is:

1. Loving
2. Faithful
3. Everlasting

Marriage is a very sacred institution. It is important for every Christian, in particular, to

understand this fact.

Many marriages, I believe, would be better if both husband and wife understood that

marriage is a covenant.

I pray that the God of heaven will give you a deeper understanding of the covenant of

marriage, even today.
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What Is Marriage?

Recently, during an interview, I was asked about my personal convictions concerning

marriage. I would like to share them with you briefly.

Going through the Word of God, it is very clear that marriage is a union—the coming

together of two people of the opposite sex with a view to building a God-centred home.
Marriage is a unique covenant relationship ordained by God for a man and a woman to:

1. Give

2. Receive satisfaction for their healthy needs and desires

What Is a Covenant?

A covenant is an oath-bound relationship between two parties.

The word covenant is actually of Latin origin, con venire, meaning “a coming together”
— a formal contractual agreement between two or more parties, with each party

agreeing to do something as a prerequisite to receiving some benefit.
The great man of God, Jack Hayford, writes:

“The covenant of marriage is the single most important human bond that

holds all of God's work on the planet together.”
This is very true.

I pray that the God of heaven will help you, wherever you may be right now, to gain a
greater understanding of this truth and begin to put it to work, whether you are single or

married.

11



What Makes Marriage a Covenant

Relationship?

1. It Brings Two Lives Together to Form One

Jesus said:

“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his
wife; and they twain shall be one flesh.”
— Mark 10:7-8 (KJV)

One flesh—not just one spirit, but one flesh.
This is very critical.

Just as accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Saviour brings you into
covenant relationship and union with God, in the same way, husband and wife are

joined together and seen as one before God.
When you get married, your lives are truly joined.

You should therefore help each other in every possible way to attain higher levels

spiritually, mentally, and physically.
This understanding has helped us greatly in our own marriage.

Every opportunity I have, I look for ways to make my husband's life better. When I do
that, I am not doing him a favour; I am simply keeping the part of the covenant that God

has committed into my hands.

Therefore, husband and wife, do not do to your spouse what you would not tolerate

yourself.
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Since the two have become one flesh, whatever good thing you desire for yourself should

also be desired for your spouse.
Treat your spouse the way you want to be treated.
Ensure that you do to each other only what you would want done to you.

This is very important.

2, It Is Written and Bound by an Oath

The Bible says:

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables...”
— Habakkuk 2:2 (KJV)

Write it.

The covenant of marriage is formalised when it is documented and sealed by an oath,
whether through an authorised church marriage licence or a government-recognised

marriage declaration.

In Exodus 20, God wrote out the Ten Commandments—the terms of His covenant with
Israel. Again, in Exodus 34:27, when God made a covenant with the Israelites, He

commanded Moses to write it down.

Similarly, the marriage certificate serves as the formal document that binds husband
and wife in marriage. If you are experiencing challenges in your marriage, it is wisdom
to take hold of your marriage certificate as a point of contact and trust God for divine

intervention.

I pray for you today: if you are challenged in your marriage, may the God of heaven step

in supernaturally.

I decree peace to every storm in your marriage, in Jesus' name.
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3. There Are Witnesses to It

The Bible says:

“...the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth...”
— Malachi 2:14 (KJV)

God originated marriage; therefore, He is the principal witness to every marriage
covenant. In addition, there are usually other witnesses—parents, family members,

friends, loved ones, and many others.

Genesis 29:22 records that when Jacob was given in marriage, the men of the place were
gathered together. Likewise, when Boaz took Ruth as his wife, he called witnesses to the

union (Ruth 4).

Since God is the principal witness to the marriage covenant, you need a personal

relationship with Him.

The Marriage Covenant Triangle

The covenant of marriage is a triangle. On one side is the husband. On the other side is
the wife. At the top is God.

Together they form a threefold cord that cannot easily be broken.

“And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”
— Ecclesiastes 4:12 (KJV)

The closer both husband and wife get to God, the closer they become to one another.
Your relationship with God enables you to keep your part of the covenant. Your walk

with God should be reflected in how you treat your spouse.

Let your attitude towards your spouse show that you genuinely love and reverence God.
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4. It Has a Token

Every covenant has a token.
When God entered into covenant with Noah, He gave him the rainbow as a token.

“And I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant...”
— Genesis 9:16 (KJV)

Today, many people see the rainbow but do not realise its covenant significance.
Likewise, Jesus Christ was given as the token of God's covenant of love toward mankind.
The circumcision of every male child was also the token of God's covenant with

Abraham (Genesis 17:11).

Another example is found in the covenant between David and Jonathan, where there
was an exchange of garments and weapons as covenant tokens. In the same way, the
exchange of wedding rings between husband and wife serves as a token of the marriage

covenant.
This is why declarations are often made during weddings such as:
"I give you this ring as a token of my love."

These declarations reinforce the covenant nature of marriage.

5. There Is a Change of Name

This is very interesting.
Abraham's name was changed after the covenant God established with him.

“Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be
Abraham...”
— Genesis 17:5 (KJV)

15



Jacob's name was also changed to Israel after his covenant encounter with God (Genesis

32:28).
In the first marriage, Scripture says:

“Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name
Adam...”
— Genesis 5:2 (KJV)

Therefore, the wife takes up her husband's name as a validation of the marriage

covenant.
The husband gives his wife the authority to bear his name.
God sees the two as one.

When it is declared, “Mr and Mrs,” it signifies the covenant relationship that exists

between them.
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About the Speaker

Pastor (Mrs.) Faith Oyedepo is a Nigerian Christian author, teacher, and preacher
widely known for her consistent ministry alongside her husband, David Oyedepo, the
founder of Living Faith Church Worldwide (Winners’ Chapel).

She has served for decades in the Christian ministry, with a strong emphasis on
marriage, family life, womanhood, and godly character. Her teachings are marked by
simplicity, practical wisdom, and a focus on building stable Christian homes rooted in

scriptural principles.

Beyond her public teaching role, she is also recognized for her consistent support in
church leadership development and humanitarian efforts connected to the ministry she
co-labors in. Over the years, her voice has remained steady in reinforcing values of faith,

order, and responsibility in Christian family structures.

Her contribution to contemporary Nigerian Christianity is largely seen through the lens
of discipleship in the home, where she continues to influence both younger and older
generations of believers through teaching, example, and structured mentorship within

the church community.
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About Living Sermons

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless

messages of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world.

Our mission is simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the
preached Word and make it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and
revisited for generations. By turning sermons into high-quality Christian books and

eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each message far beyond the pulpit.

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews
4:12). Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and
transform. Our role is to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and
readability, and present them in a way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and

anointing.

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as
lasting resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are
designed not just for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and

advancing the Kingdom of God.

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form.

18



Living Sermons

Join Our Team

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy

Spirit are accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers

around the world. This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone.

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles:

Transcribers — Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts.
Prayer Intercessors - Coordinate and hold weekly and monthly prayers.
Editors — Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks.

Bloggers — Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books.

Social Media Managers — Share books online and engage our community.
Language Translators

Graphics Designers

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer

Page on Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the

nations.

We Are Social

Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons

Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons
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