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Foreword 

 

From the very first declaration, the central truth is set in place: identity is not something 

self-constructed, nor is it something culture is authorised to define. It is something 

received—anchored in the unchanging counsel of God and revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. 

In a world increasingly shaped by shifting narratives, competing voices, and fragile 

self-definitions, this message calls the believer back to something firmer, higher, and eternal. It 

refuses to negotiate identity at the level of emotion, history, or circumstance. Instead, it 

re-establishes the believer in the authority of Scripture and the finished work of Christ. 

This is not identity for identity’s sake. It is identity for obedience, for purpose, and for impact. 

As you journey through these pages, you will encounter a consistent call: to see yourself as God 

sees you, to refuse the labels of limitation, and to embrace the authority that comes from being 

filled with the Holy Spirit. You will also be reminded that every believer—regardless of 

platform, profession, or visibility—is entrusted with ministry. 

Not as a title. But as a responsibility. It is our prayer that this book becomes more than reading 

material to you. May it become a mirror. A reminder. A realignment. And ultimately, a catalyst 

for boldness in your walk with Christ. And when all is said and read, may your response echo the 

heart of every believer who truly encounters truth: not fear… not confusion… but clarity. 

 

— Wisdom Epsi​

 Chief Editor, LivingSermons.com  
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Publisher’s Note 

This book is a faithful transcript of a live sermon delivered by the preacher under the inspiration 

and unction of the Holy Spirit. Every effort has been made to preserve the preacher’s exact 

words, tone, flow, and spiritual authority, while carefully proofreading and formatting the 

message into a clear and readable ebook format. 

The message you are about to read was originally ministered in a live congregational setting. As 

such, it carries the weight, urgency, and atmosphere of that sacred gathering. Minor grammatical 

and structural adjustments have been made solely to enhance readability, without altering the 

substance, intent, or power of the original delivery. 

The live sermon from which this message was transcribed can be accessed here: Going Beyond 

Ministries  

Livingsermons.com does not claim ownership of this message. All spiritual credit and ministerial 

authority belong to the preacher through whom the Word was delivered. Our role is that of 

stewards and editors—serving the Body of Christ by preserving and distributing life-giving 

messages in accessible digital formats. 

Our commitment is excellence without dilution.​

Our standard is reverence for the Word of God.​

Our daily goal is to transform powerful live sermons into polished PDF and ebook editions for 

the edification of the Body of Christ. 

It is our prayer that as you read, the same grace, conviction, clarity, and impartation present in 

the live service will minister to you afresh. 

 

— Livingsermons.com​

 A Spirit-led Publishing Stewardship 
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Introduction 

 

Listen to me. 

You are not defined by your past. You are not defined by your behaviour. You are not 

defined by your failures. You are not defined by your struggles. You are not defined by 

your feelings. You are not defined by your circumstances. You are not defined by the 

here-today, gone-tomorrow false ideologies and philosophies of our current culture. You 

are who God says you are. Point blank. Period. 

That does not change. 
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You Are Who God Says You Are 

 

 

Lord Jesus, we—Your sons and Your daughters—are literally sitting on the edge of our 

seats in anticipation of what You came to say to us tonight. 

Father, we are so glad that each other is here, but we did not really come to see each 

other—we came to see You. So speak, Father. We are listening. 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 

I will tell you that I was a little bit of a mischievous teenager. Out of the four of us, I gave 

my parents a run for their money. I was the one always coming up with something to do. 

One of the things I decided to do in my freshman year of high school was to change my 

name. I came up with a nickname and decided I would adopt it. 

Now, to give you context: my siblings and I all attended a small private school around 

the corner from my parents’ house—where they still live today. From kindergarten 
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through eighth grade, we were in that environment. The largest my class ever was—at its 

peak—was about twenty students. By eighth grade, there were only about thirteen of us. 

Then came ninth grade. 

I transferred to Duncanville High School—one of the largest school districts in Texas. It 

was more like a college campus than a high school. I went from thirteen students… to 

753 students in just my freshman class alone. 

So I thought, this is my opportunity. 

Most of these people don’t know me. I don’t know them. I can change my identity 

entirely. I can give myself a brand-new name. 

I had heard of another student whose initials were DK, and people called her that. I 

thought it was clever—so I adopted it. 

My new name… was DK. 

The Power of a Name 

I told my friend Nicole—my one connection in that new school—“When you introduce 

me, don’t call me Priscilla. Call me DK.” 

She looked at me like I had lost my mind. But I was serious. That first day of school, I 

walked into that massive campus, and she introduced me—one person after another—as 

DK. I introduced myself to teachers, students, everyone… as DK. 

And it stuck. 

For all four years of high school, not one student, teacher, administrator, or coach called 

me anything else. It was on my athletic uniforms. It was on my Letterman jacket. It was 

who I was—at least in that environment. 

Even today, if someone calls out “DK,” I know immediately—it’s someone from that 

season of my life. 
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Who Has the Right to Name You? 

My parents didn’t say much about it—until one day. I got sick at school, and they had to 

call my mum to pick me up. I was lying on a cot behind the curtain in the nurse’s office 

when I heard my mum say: 

“I’m here for Priscilla.” 

And the nurse said, “Who?” 

They went back and forth until they realised she meant… DK. 

My mum didn’t say anything that day.​

Or the next.​

Or the next. 

She waited until I was fully recovered. Then she gave me the look—you know, the mama 

look. And she said: 

“Priscilla, I want to be clear about something. Your father and I haven’t minded this 

nickname. It’s been a little high school experiment—no big deal.” 

“But graduation is coming. Someone is going to stand with a microphone and call your 

name—and it will be amplified in that room. And when they hand you your diploma, 

there better not be a ‘D’ or a ‘K’ anywhere on it.” 

Then she said something I have never forgotten: 

“It doesn’t matter what everybody else calls you.​

 It doesn’t even matter what you call yourself.​

 Only the one who gave you life has the authority to identify you.” 
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Your True Identity 

I came here tonight to speak a word of identity over you. It does not matter what other 

people have called you. It does not matter what you have called yourself. There is only 

One who has the right and the authority to tell you who you are. Other people are not 

qualified to name you. Circumstances may have made things difficult—but they are not 

powerful enough to define you. Your history may have marked you—but it is not 

authorised to label you. 

What your parents said—or didn’t say—may have hurt you. And yes, it may take time 

and healing to recover from that. 

But hear me: 

It does not have the power to shape the totality of who God has called you to be. 

Listen to me. 

You are not defined by your past.​

You are not defined by your behaviour.​

You are not defined by your failures.​

You are not defined by your struggles.​

You are not defined by your feelings.​

You are not defined by your circumstances.​

You are not defined by the shifting ideologies of culture. 

You are who God says you are. 
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Created in His Image 

Did you know your Father has already given you a name? 

You are a chosen generation.​

 A royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9).​

 Redeemed.​

 Chosen.​

 Adopted.​

 Qualified. 

You are not a mistake.​

You are not an afterthought.​

You are not a liability. 

You have been created in the very image of God (Genesis 1:27). 

That means your physical form—your skin, your features, your body—is an expression of 

His creative genius. Any system or voice that tries to diminish that is, at its core, 

anti-God. 

And not just physically—your personality too. 

Your temperament.​

Your wiring.​

Your uniqueness. 

You are not introverted by mistake. You are not extroverted by mistake. Even your 

weaknesses are not liabilities—they are platforms for the strength of God to be revealed 

(2 Corinthians 12:9). 
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The Indwelling Power of God 

When you surrender your life to Jesus Christ—your body, your personality, your whole 

being—and place your faith in Him, something supernatural happens: 

The Holy Spirit takes residence within you. 

You become a temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Corinthians 6:19). 

God Himself dwells in you.  

And because of that—you are an overcomer (1 John 4:4). 

Why Identity Matters 

This issue of identity is critical. Because the enemy wants to distort your understanding 

of who you are. 

Why? 

Because you will either live up to  or down to  what you believe to be true about 

yourself. 

From Genesis to Revelation, identity is a central thread in Scripture. When God called 

Abram, the first thing He did was change his name to Abraham (Genesis 17:5). And 

when He changed his name, He changed his destiny. 

That is what happens when God redefines you. 
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Seeing Your Life Through God’s 

Perspective 

 

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your Word. It is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword (Hebrews 4:12). 

Speak to us, Lord. 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 

I have the privilege of raising three sons—Jackson, Jerry Jr., and Jude. Earlier this year, 

we went to see a film together in 3D. About fifteen minutes into the movie, my youngest 

son tapped me and said: 

“Mom, I don’t like this movie. It’s blurry.” 

I looked at him and said, “Buddy… did you put on the glasses?” 

He hadn’t. He put them on—and suddenly everything changed. 

“I can see! This is awesome!” 
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That’s what moments like this are about. 

It’s about putting on the right lens—spiritual eyewear—so you can see your life the way 

God sees it. 

Children with Power 

In the film Incredibles 2, there’s a moment where the parents are watching their 

children step into dangerous, unfamiliar situations. The mother says, “They’re just 

children.” 

And the father responds: “They’re children… but they’re children with power.” 

That’s you. 

You’re not just a child of God. You are a child of God with power. The Holy Spirit has 

given you power—for whatever assignment, challenge, or calling God has placed before 

you. But whether you choose to use that power… is up to you. 

Called, Equipped, and Sent 

In Luke 9:1–2, the Bible says: Jesus called the twelve together, He gave them power and 

authority over demons and diseases, and then He sent them out to proclaim the 

Kingdom of God. 

Called.​

Given.​

Sent. 

That is the pattern. And it is still the pattern for your life. He sent them out two by two 

into neighbouring towns and surrounding communities. Their assignment was clear: 

everywhere they went, every person they encountered should walk away with a clearer 

picture of who Jesus really is. 
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They were sent in power and authority—to preach, to teach, and to perform miracles, all 

for one purpose: to confirm that Jesus is who He said He is, and that He can do exactly 

what He said He can do. 

That is the point of their mission. 

Every encounter.​

Every interaction.​

Every moment. 

It was meant to leave people thinking: 

“Jesus must be real. Jesus must be Lord. Jesus must be the real deal.” 

And I ask you today—what is the point of us coming together if, when we leave this 

place, every person we encounter does not know there is a God somewhere, and His 

name is Jesus Christ? 

Carrying the Assignment with Integrity 

So they go out in pairs, and they handle their assignment with integrity. They are fully 

engaged in the task before them. Mark chapter 6 tells us they carried out their 

assignment faithfully. And after they were done, they returned to Jesus and gave an 

account of everything they had done. 

They reported on the ministry entrusted to them. And I want to make sure everyone 

understands this: You are in ministry. 

If you have named the name of Jesus Christ—you are in ministry. Do not let anyone 

convince you that ministry is only what happens behind a pulpit or a microphone. 

Ministry is the space where you have been assigned to represent the King. 
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Everyday Ministry 

A mother raising small children—you are in ministry.​

The meals you prepare.​

The prayers you pray over your children.​

The Scripture you speak over them at night. 

That is ministry. 

A high school student walking the corridors of a school, standing for righteousness in 

the midst of darkness—you are in ministry. A university student in a lecture hall where 

truth is being challenged, and yet you are the one who raises your hand and stands for 

the Word of God—you are in ministry. 

A professional in a boardroom where compromise is normal, but you stand for 

truth—you are in ministry. Every believer carries an assignment. 

And just like the disciples, a day is coming when we will give an account. 

Sooner than we think. 

We will stand before Jesus and answer for how we lived, how we used our time, how we 

used our gifts, and how we handled what He entrusted to us. He will not ask about 

someone else’s assignment. He will ask about yours. He will not be concerned with 

social media influence or public approval. 

The question will be simple: 

“Did you know My Son Jesus Christ?”​

 “And what did you do with what I gave you?” 

And when I stand before Him, I want to hear one thing: 

“Well done.” 
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Living for Approval from Heaven 

I am asking you—who are you living to please? 

Because it cannot be people. Our goal cannot be applause from others. Our pursuit must 

be approval from Heaven. The day is coming when all of us will stand before Him. And 

that is what shapes how we live now. 

Your Power Comes From the Holy Spirit 

I was a little nostalgic last night listening to Bishop Louis bring the Word. It reminded 

me of over twenty years ago when I was in Atlanta at a conference with the Impact 

Movement under Campus Crusade for Christ. I was sitting in a room not much bigger 

than this section here, listening to leaders speak over young people like me. 

They would say things like: “You are an arrow in the hand of God.” 

“You are going to make an impact beyond what you can imagine.” 

And I came to tell you the same thing: You cannot even imagine what God has in store 

for your life. 

Too Small to Contain the Vision 

Whatever picture you currently have of your future—it is too small. Too limited. Too 

restricted. 

Because what God is planning is beyond what you can see right now. We are here among 

thousands, but in the scope of billions of people on the earth, it is only by His grace that 

we are here, hearing this Word. And if He has chosen you to hear it—it means He has 

chosen you for purpose. 

You are not random. You are not accidental. You are an arrow. 
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Arrows in His Hand 

An arrow does not determine its direction. It is placed in the hand of the archer. And 

when God releases you, He sends you exactly where you are meant to go. 

A Prayer of Surrender 

Lord Jesus, thank You. Thank You that You speak, and we have the privilege to hear. We 

surrender ourselves to You. Wherever You send us, we will go. Whatever You assign, we 

will do. We are Yours. Speak, Lord. 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 

The Enemy Knows Who You Are 

I was watching my son at a baseball tournament. He had just passed a team that had 

previously defeated them badly earlier in the season. And I watched his confidence drop 

instantly. Shoulders down. Head lowered. Fear creeping in. But then something 

changed. He overheard one of the opposing players say: 

“That’s the big kid from the Red Sox…” And immediately, his posture changed. 

His head came up. His confidence returned. His stride changed.  

Why? 

Because perception shifted. 

It is amazing how your confidence changes when you understand what the enemy thinks 

about you. The battle does not disappear. But your stance changes. Because the enemy 

knows something you must also know: You are not ordinary. 

You are a son. You are a daughter of God. And the enemy trembles—not because of you 

alone—but because of the Holy Spirit within you. 
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What Heaven Declares Over You 

Even if you are not fully convinced, the enemy is. 

He knows: 

You are forgiven. There is no condemnation in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). You are 

victorious. You are empowered by the Holy Spirit. You have not been given a spirit of 

fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). And in the end—you win. 

Don’t Leave the Same 

What a tragedy it would be to receive all this Word, all this truth, all this revelation—and 

still leave unchanged. The enemy’s strategy is not destruction anymore. It is distraction. 

It is discouragement. It is intimidation. So that you shrink back from who God has 

called you to be. But I came to declare: Step forward. 

Do not shrink back. You are God’s vessel. You are God’s assignment. And you are God’s 

arrow. 
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About the Speaker 

 

 

Priscilla Shirer is a renowned Bible teacher, author, and conference speaker with a global 

influence in Christian ministry. She is widely recognised for her clear, Spirit-led teaching of 

Scripture and her ability to communicate deep biblical truths in a way that is both practical and 

transformational. Through her ministry, she has helped countless believers develop a stronger 

relationship with God and a deeper understanding of His Word. 

As the daughter of Tony Evans, Priscilla Shirer was raised in a Christ-centred environment that 

shaped her passion for teaching the Scriptures. She serves through Going Beyond Ministries, 

where she equips believers—particularly women—to study the Word of God with depth and 

confidence. Her teachings often focus on spiritual growth, identity in Christ, and living a 

victorious Christian life through faith and obedience. 

In addition to her teaching ministry, she is a bestselling author and has been featured in 

faith-based films such as War Room, where her role further amplified her message on the power 

of prayer. Across conferences, books, and digital platforms, Priscilla Shirer continues to be a 

strong voice calling believers to intimacy with God, steadfast faith, and unwavering commitment 

to truth. 
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About Living Sermons 

 
 

Living Sermons is a Spirit-led publishing platform dedicated to transforming timeless messages 

of God’s servants into books that can reach and impact lives across the world. Our mission is 

simple: to preserve the wisdom, revelation, and anointing carried in the preached Word and make 

it accessible in formats that can be studied, shared, and revisited for generations. By turning 

sermons into high-quality Christian books and eBooks, we extend the life and influence of each 

message far beyond the pulpit. 

At Living Sermons, we believe that the preached Word is living and powerful (Hebrews 4:12). 

Every sermon carries truth that can instruct, comfort, rebuke, inspire, and transform. Our role is 

to faithfully capture these words, polish them for clarity and readability, and present them in a 

way that maintains the preacher’s unique voice and anointing. 

Through our work, messages that might otherwise be heard once are preserved as lasting 

resources for teaching, devotion, discipleship, and evangelism. These books are designed not just 

for reading but for equipping believers, strengthening families, and advancing the Kingdom of 

God. 

Living Sermons—the preached Word in lasting form. 

 

 

23 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Our Team 

 

At Livingsermons.com, our mission is to ensure that sermons inspired by the Holy Spirit are 

accessible in written form for study, meditation, and reference by believers around the world. 

This work is growing, and we can’t do it alone. 

We are inviting passionate believers to volunteer in any of these roles: 

●​ Transcribers – Convert sermon recordings into accurate transcripts. 

●​ Prayer Intercessors 

●​ Editors – Refine transcripts into polished, readable eBooks. 

●​ Bloggers – Create SEO-friendly posts to share new books. 

●​ Social Media Managers – Share books online and engage our community. 

●​ Language Translators 

●​ Graphics Designers 

If you feel led to serve in any of these roles, please reach out through our Volunteer Page on 

Livingsermons.com. Together, let’s spread the knowledge of Christ to the nations. 

 

We Are Social 

Instagram: instagram.com/livingsermons 

Facebook: https://facebook.com/livingsermons 
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